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Abstract

This article provides an insight into the public journal-

ism discussion and o ers a way of understanding how
journalists at local, regional and national levels interpret
and practise public journalism slightly di erently. Journal-
ists interpretations of participatory public journalism initia-
tives in three Finnish newspapers from local, regional and
national public spheres are used as a point of departure for
discussing professionalism in journalism. The paper argues
that professionalism o ers a way to articulate journalists
relations to the market, administration and the public in

di erentwaysindi erent public spheres.
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Public journalism or civic journalism has been a loosely organised reform
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The Civic Turn in Journalism
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Public Journalism in Local, Regional and National

Newspapers
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Table 1: Local, Regional and National Newspapers

Local newspaper Regional newspaper National newspaper
Name It -H me (IH) Aamulehti (AL) Helsingin Sanomat (HS)
Small town of Heinola . . .

. . City of Tampere (pop. City of Helsinki (pop.
Locationand | (population 21,000) and | 55 50, anq the 560,000) and the
circulation area | the four neighbouring - . - )

surrounding province metropolitan area;

towns
Circulation 12,000 137,000 (third largest 431,000 (largest daily in
(2005) ' daily in Finland) Finland)
El;gl;catlon 6 days a week 7 days a week 7 days a week
. Wide citizen-oriented Election coverage

Form of public | Permanent and ) . ; .
. . L - trend, e.g. election series, project based on citi-
journalism specialized civic reporter | . .

discussion events zens agenda
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There was a lot of discussion that we are writing about the wrong issues if
they don’t cause any reactions among the readers. And that is why we now
have to go where the people are and get the issues from there, because before
we had the problem that our contacts with the local people were so poor
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A goal is to increase reader-activism; it means that the reader cannot only
be the object, but that he needs to act as well. He needs to be the voice of the
ordinary inhabitant of this province, too §)OUUOERUINALKS
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Sometimes ordinary people are just like elements that we use in a dramaturgi-
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Professional Culture and Public Spheres
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essentially the same observation that the story of journalism is the story of the in-
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the journalistic culture in its relation to administration is at a crossroads in HSH3TTu
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Table 2: Summary of Interpretations of the Civic Turn in Three Finnish Newspapers

Frames of the civic turn | Role of citizens Professional culture

IHin the local | Civic turn as part of Citizens help the paper | Professional culture and
public sphere | organisational devel- to maintain distance reporting is cautious.
from the local authori-

opment, matter of
recruitment. Idea con-
nected with circulation
pressures.

ties.

Paper has close relations
with local authorities,
but is distant from the
regular readers.

AL in the Civic turn part of longer | Two-way relationship: Professional culture
regional development of reader- | paper helps to activate | actively built around
public sphere |oriented methods in the | civic life, and citizens are | reader orientation, but
paper; connected to required activeness in not without criticism.
economic pressures and | return. Citizen activity
sense of media competi- |is needed for writing

tion. stories.
HS in the Larger civic turn in jour- | Citizens more in asym- | Solid professional cul-
national nalism is sensed, but not | bolic role. Still a clear ture: paper is seen as a

public sphere | clearly articulated in own | wish to get ordinary
paper. Own approach citizens interested and | discussion, which nor-
seen as distinct project. | represented in journal- | mally stems from ow
ism. of materials provided by
authorities.

centre of national public
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Notes:

1. Citizenship is a notion built on interlocking rights and responsibilities of individuals as members
of social entities. The term citizenship has at least legal, political, social and cultural layers
(Calabrese 1999; Couldry 2006). In this article | am not referring to citizenship as legal status, but
as a form of social agency that is connected to distinct practices of politics and communication.
Citizens are considered members of the public; participating actors in the public sphere (Dahlgren
2006).

2. The newspapers were chosen for this study to exemplify some of the more systematic
experiments of public journalism in Finland. These papers may not, therefore, represent the most
typical types of regional and local papers.

3.1 conducted the interviews in groups of two or three in the national newspaper and individually
in the other newspapers. Interviews were also transcribed. Number of informants: Helsingin
Sanomat 11, Aamulehti 8, and It -H me 5.

References:

Buckner, Jennie and Michael Gartner. 1998. Public Journalism in the 1996 Elections. In E. B. Lambeth,
P.Meyer, and E. Thorson (eds.), Assessing Public Journalism, 223-231. Columbia: University of
Missouri Press.

Calabrese, Andrew. 1999. The Welfare State, the Information Society, and the Ambivalence of Social
Movements. In A. Calabrese and J. C. Burgelman (eds.), Communication, Citizenship and Social
Policy: Rethinking the Limits of the Welfare State, 259-278 Lanham (MD.): Rowman & Little eld.

Couldry, Nick. 2006. Culture and Citizenship. The Missing Link? European Journal of Cultural Studies 3,
321-339.

Dahlgren, Peter. 2006. Doing Citizenship. The Cultural Origins of Civic Agency in the Public Sphere.
European Journal of Cultural Studies 3, 267-286.

Davis, Steve. 2000. Public Journalism: The Case Against Debate: Public Journalism. Journalism
Studies 4, 679-694.

Fraser, Nancy. 1992. Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing
Democracy. In C. Calhoun (ed.), Habermas and the Public Sphere, 109-142. Cambridge: MIT Press.

Friedland, Lewis A. 2003. Public Journalism. Past and Future. Dayton: Kettering Foundation Press.

Friedland, Lewis A. and Sandra Nichols. 2002. Measuring Civic Journalisms Progress: A Report Across
a Decade of Activity. A Study conducted for The Pew Center for Civic Journalism.

Gans, Herbert J. 2003. Democracy and the News. New York: Oxford University Press.

Glasser, Theodor L. and Lee, Francis L.F. 2002. Repositioning the newsroom: the American
experience with public journalism in R. Kuhn and E. Neveu (eds.), Political Journalism. New
Challenges, New Practices, 203-224. London: Routledge.

Glasser, Theodor L. 2000. The Politics of Public Journalism Debate: Public Journalism. Journalism
Studies 4, 679-694.

Glasser, Theodor L. 1992. Professionalism and the Derision of Diversity. The Case of the Education of
Journalists. Journal of Communication 2, 131-140.

Harju, Auli. 2006. Citizen participation and local public spheres. An agency and identity focussed
approach to the Tampere postal services con ict. In B. Cammaerts and N. Carpentier (eds),
Reclaiming the media. Communication rights and democratic media roles, 92 106. Bristol: Intellect.

Haas, Tanni and Linda Steiner. 2006. Public Journalism. A Reply to Critics. Journalism 2, 238-254.

Haas, Tanni and Linda Steiner. 2003. A Public Philosophy For Public Journalism. In Harper J. and T.
Yantek (eds.), Media, Pro tand Politics: Competing Priorities in an Open Society, 33 52. Kent, OH:
Kent State University Press.

Hallin, Daniel C and Paolo Mancini. 2004. Comparing Media Systems. Three Models of Media and
Politics. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Hardt, Hanno. 2000. Con icts of Interest. Newsworkers, Media and Patronage Journalism. In H.
Tumber (ed.), Media Power, Professionals and Policies, 209 225. London: Routledge.

Heikkil , Heikki and Risto Kunelius. 2003. Ajatuksia lainaamassa. Miten kansalaisjournalismin



ajatukset istuivat meille? In N. Malmelin (ed.), V litt misen tiede. Viestinn nn k kulmia
yhteiskuntaan, kulttuuriin ja kansalaisuuteen. Professori Ulla-Maija Kivikurun juhlakirja, 179 204.
Helsinki: Helsingin yliopiston viestinn n laitos.

Heikkil , Heikki and Risto Kunelius. 1999. Pelkk asenne eiriit . Kansalaisjournalismi
kehityshankkeena suomalaisissa sanomalehdiss . In M. Maasilta (ed.), Journalismin
muutoskaruselli, 102-123. Tampere : Journalismin tutkimusyksikk .

Hujanen, Jaana. 2006. Yleis n palvelu markkinaehtoistuvan median journalistien itseymm rryksess .
Tiedotustutkimus 2, 30-43.

Hujanen, Jaana. 2005. Murrostuva valtamedia ja yhteiskunnallisen journalismin mieli. Politiikka 4,
257-2609.

Kunelius, Risto. 1999. Problems, Experiments, Imagination. Research Towards Rethinking Journalism.
Paper presented at the Nordic Conference for Mass Communication Research, Kung v,
Gothenburg, August 1999.

Pauly, John J. 1999. Journalism and the Sociology of Public Life. In T. Glasser (ed.), The Idea of Public
Journalism, 134-151. New York: The Guilford Press.

Peters, John Durham. 1999. Public Journalism and Democratic Theory: Four Challenges. In T. Glasser
(ed.), The Idea of Public Journalism, 99-117. New York: The Guilford Press.

Potter, Deborah. ND. Poynter Election Handbook: A Guide to Campaign Coverage. St. Petersburg, FL:
The Poynter Institute.

Meyer, Philip. 1995. Public Journalism and the Problem of Objectivity. <http://www.unc.edu/~pmeyer/
ire95pj.htm>

Rosen, Jay. 2000. Debate: Public Journalism. Questions and Answers About Public Journalism.
Journalism Studies 4, 679-694.

Schudson, Michael. 1991. The Sociology of News Production Revisited. In J. Curran and M. Gurevitch
(eds.), Mass Media and Society, Chapter 7. London: Arnold.

Soloski, John. 1997. News Reporting and Professionalism: Some Constraints on the Reporting of
News. In D. Berkowitz (ed.), Social Meanings of News. A Text-Reader, 138-154. Sage Publications.

Wahl-Jorgensen, Karin. 2002. The Normative-Economic Justi cation for Public Discourse: Letters to
the Editor as a Wide Open Forum. Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly 1, 121-133.

Weaver, David. 1998. Journalist Around the World: Commonalities and Di erences. In D. H. Weaver
(ed.), The Global Journalist. News People Around the World,455-480. Cresskill, NY: Hampton Press.

Witt, Leonard. 2004. Is Public Journalism Morphing into the Public s Journalism? National Civic
Review 3, 49-57.

Zelizer, Barbie. 2004. Taking Journalism Seriously. News and the Academy. Thousand Oaks: Sage.

97






