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CLAIMInG FEMInIST 
SPAcE In KOREAn  
CYBERTERRITORY

Abstract
This paper analyses two Korean feminist webzines. 

We use the two cases to investigate the conditions under 
which feminist online media can survive, express alterna-
tive and feminist voices, and build a feminist community. 
The research is based on interviews with people involved 
in the zines� production, and on qualitative and quantita-
tive analyses of the zines� contents, with particular atten-

tion to spaces provided for audience interactions. We 
conclude that Dalara and Unninet play a signi�cant role 
in enlarging the meaningful space for women in virtual 

world and helping to build a women�s network that is both 
technologically sophisticated and politicized but also com-
fortable and familiar. Readers apparently feel bound to one 
another, with mutual responsibilities and reciprocal duties. 

But Dalara and Unninet did not escape the constraints 
imposed on traditional women�s alternative media. Time, 

energy, and money � always limited resources � remain 
intractable issues even for online communities.
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Introduction
Women have long tried to use emerging forms of media to communicate and 

ÍÖÙÎÌɯÛÐÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÐÒÌɪÔÐÕËÌËɯÞÖÔÌÕȮɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÜÛɯÕÌÞɯËÌŗÕÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÚÌÓÍɪËÌŗÕÐ-
tions, and form a cohesive community. The Internet is an increasingly important 
medium for creating and supporting a feminist public sphere, or, more properly, 
multiple public counter-spheres. Yet, feminists’ cyberspace work is still understud-
ied, particularly regarding activity generated outside the US and/or not in English. 
This paper focuses on Korean feminist webzines as venues for social-political 
advocacy and activity and, at the same time, as mechanisms for nurturing a sense 
of solidarity and sisterhood among feminists. Since Korean sites speak to the po-
tential generally for sustaining distinct cyber-cultures, they provide the platform 
by which to understand the Internet’s potential for feminists, particularly in places 
ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯÓÖÕÎɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈȭɯ#ÜÕÊÖÔÉÌɯȹƕƝƝƛȯɯƚȺɯËÌŗÕÌÚɯáÐÕÌÚȮɯÓÐÒÌɯ
the printed fanzines that preceded them, as “non-commercial, non-professional, 
small circulation magazines” which their creators produce and self-distribute, 
in this case, through the Internet. Following Duncombe’s distinction, feminist 
zines are political, as opposed to “perzines” (i.e. highly personal expression of an 
individual), although feminist zines, including the two analyzed here, typically 
incorporate a personal dimension. Famously understanding that “the personal is 
the political,” feminists have created media forms that tie personal experiences to 
structural principles, illustrating how personal problems transcend the individual. 
Just as Internet interactivity blurs the distinction between producers and audiences 
ȹ ŲÖÕɯƖƔƔƖȰɯ"ÖÜÓËÙàɯƖƔƔƗȰɯ(ÔɯƕƝƝƝȰɯ/ÈÙÒɯƖƔƔƕȺȮɯáÐÕÌÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÚ×ÈÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÝÐËÌɯ
between information-oriented sites and bulletin board systems or chatrooms. With 
ÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÞÐÕÎɯËÐřÜÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËɪƕƝƝƔÚɯ
ȹ*ÈÕÎɯƖƔƔƔȮɯƛȺȮɯáÐÕÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÈ×ÐËÓàɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÝÐÎÖÙÖÜÚɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÈËÝÖÊÈÊàȭɯ
 Úɯ ÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ ÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚɯ ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯ ȹÚÌÌɯ1ÖËÙÐÎÜÌáɯƖƔƔƕȺȮɯÞÌɯ ÊÈÕɯÈÕËɯ ÚÏÖÜÓËɯÈÚÚÌÚÚɯ
feminist webzines in terms of how well they help build and sustain alternative or 
counter-public spheres.

The two zines analyzed here are Dalara Talsepo, translated here as Moon World 
ÈÕËɯ"ÌÓÓÚɯÖÍɯ#ÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚɯȹÏŲ×ɤɤ#ÈÓÈÙÈȭÑÐÕÉÖȭÕÌÛȺȮɯÈÕËɯUnninet, translated as Sisters’ 
5ÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÈÕËɯ-ÌÛÞÖÙÒɯ ȹÏŲ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭ4ÕÕÐÕÌÛȭÊÖȭÒÙȺȭ1 Inaugurated in 1998, Dalara 
TalsepoɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȭɯUnninet has developed 
ËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯ ÛÌßÛÜÈÓɯ ÈÕËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌÚɯ ÚÐÕÊÌɯ ÐÛÚɯ ÐÕÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕɯƖƔƔƔȰɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ
plasticity allowed it to ride out several crises. Both were established by young 
ÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËɪƝƔÚȮɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÐÕÎÓàɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÖÍɯÔÌÕɀÚɯ
domination (and even a kind of masculinist culture) in social movements. Until 
then feminism was subsumed within political movements (such as the labour 
ÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÙɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÙÌÜÕÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÈÙÎÌÓàɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯ
ÖÍɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÊÖÕŘÐÊÛɯÖÙɯËÌÔÖÊÙÈÛÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕȰɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÞɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛÚɯÈÙÌɯ
determined to restructure relationships with other movements as “together yet 
ÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌɂȹ*ÐÔɯƖƔƔƖȮɯƗƗȺȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÕÌÞɯÞÈÝÌɯÖÍɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÔɯÞÈÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÉÈÓÈÕÊÌɯÚÖÓÐËÈÙÐÛàɯ
with and autonomy from those once exclusively privileged movements. Having a 
more diverse agenda, feminists focus on cultural issues and cultural explanations 
for gender politics and raise issues of sexuality and identity politics in ordinary life 
ȹ*ÐÔɯƖƔƔƖȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯÜÕËÌÙÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÞÏÖɯÓÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÕÌÞɯÞÈÝÌɯÞÌÙÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯ
ÊÖÔÔÐŲÌËɯÛÖɯÌß×ÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕËÌÙɯÐÕÌØÜÈÓÐÛÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÛÙÐÈÙÊÏÈÓɯÐÔ×ÜÓÚÌÚɯÖÍɯÉÖÛÏɯ
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class-based movements and student movements. Most of these young feminists, 
including members of the collectives producing these two webzines, had been 
ÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯàÖÜÕÎɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛÚɯÏÈËɯÕÖɯ×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÑÖÜÙÕÈÓ-
ism experience or training. But they wanted to enact feminist principles, including 
in content, especially with articles focusing on the sexual politics of women’s daily 
lives, as UnninetɯÔÈËÌɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯɁ1ÌŘÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÉÈÛÌÚɯÖÝÌÙɯ8ÖÜÕÎɯ
%ÌÔÐÕÐÚÛÚɂɯȹșƘƔȺɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÐÕɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÏÖÙÐáÖÕÛÈÓɯÈÓÓÐÈÕÊÌÚȮɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯ
hierarchical structures.

The analysis is based on multiple and extensive interviews with two former 
editors of Dalara ȹÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÕÈÔÌÚɯɁ2ÛÙÈÞÉÌÙÙàɂɯÈÕËɯɁ"ÏÈÊÏÈɂȺɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ
former chief executive for Unninet ȹɁ9ÖÌɂȺȮɯÈɯÍÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȰɯ
ØÜÈÕÛÐÛÈÛÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯØÜÈÓÐÛÈÛÐÝÌɯÈÕÈÓàÚÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛȰɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯ
news coverage of these two sites. Interviews took place (in person and through 
ÌÔÈÐÓɯÈÕËɯÐÕÚÛÈÕÛɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÐÕÎȺɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƔƘɯÈÕËɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƙȭƖ The 
contents of each webzine and the audience feedback were explored to see which 
ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯáÐÕÌÚɀɯÊÙÌÈÛÖÙÚɯÐÕÛÌÙ×ÙÌÛÌËɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÞÖÔÈÕ-
hood and interacted with audiences. This triangulation enables analysis of each 
webzines’ organisation, practices and social relations. The comparison of the two 
ÖřÌÙÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÚÐÚɯÍÖÙɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÜÕËÌÙɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈɯ
ÊÈÕɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÌß×ÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÐÕŘÜÌÕÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɀÚɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÈÙ-
ticulating otherwise silenced voices, reinforcing women’s solidarity, and sustaining 
feminist activism. 

Feminist Alternative Media
3ÏÌɯÓÈÛÌɯƕƝƝƔÚɯÚÈÞɯÙÈ×ÐËɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÐÕɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ×ÙÐÕÛɯÔÌËÐÈɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯIF, 

established by and for feminist scholars and professionals, and Women’s News,  
which is widely regarded as the leading alternative voice for Korean women. 
Nonetheless, Korean (and most non-Western) women’s alternative media and their 
ÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈŲÙÈÊÛÌËɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÚÛÜËàȭƗɯ3ÏÌɯÔÐËɪƕƝƝƔÚɯ
emergence of cyberspace inspired some interest in alternative media in general (see 
*ÐÔɯƖƔƔƖȰɯ*ÈÕÎɯƖƔƔƔȰɯ/ÈÙÒɯƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ3ÞÖɯ, ɯÛÏÌÚÌÚɯÈËËÙÌÚÚÌËɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÈÚ×ÌÊÛɯ
ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌÚɯÞÌɯÚÛÜËàȭɯ"ÏÈÌɯȹƖƔƔƕȺɯÊÖÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯDalara Talsepo 
ÖÕÓàɯ×ÈÙÛÓàɯÙÌÑÌÊÛÌËɯ×ÈÛÙÐÈÙÊÏÈÓɯÈÕËɯÔÈÊÏÖɯÝÈÓÜÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÍÈÐÓÌËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÝÌÕÛɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯ
ÚÌßÜÈÓɯÏÈÙÈÚÚÔÌÕÛȭɯ2ÖÕÎɯȹƖƔƔƖȺɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÌÓÍɪÊÖÕÍÌÚÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÖÕɯUnninet 
helps women recover from trauma. In Korea, it is worth noting, women active in 
alternative media production have shared a commitment to undoing patriarchy. 
3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÔÌËÐÈɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÈÚɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈȯɯ
3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯÚ×ÌÊÐŗÊÈÓÓàɯÛÖɯÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÛÌɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÊÖÕÊÌ×ÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ
lives and to sustain and promote women’s political, social and cultural goals. 

Because various women’s movements have been marginalised, if not excluded 
by mainstream media, women have experimented with their own media to articu-
ÓÈÛÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÞÐÚÌɯÜÕÚ×ÖÒÌÕɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÉÜÐÓËɯÚÖÓÐËÈÙÐÛàɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÞÖÔÌÕɯȹ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙÚȮɯ
2ÛÌÐÕÌÙɯȫɯ%ÓÌÔÐÕÎɯƖƔƔƘȰɯ2ÛÌÐÕÌÙɯƖƔƔƙȺȭɯ%ÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈɯÖŜÌÕȮɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÞÈàÚȮɯ
commit themselves to non-hierarchical and democratic organisation. They have 
ÛÙÐÌËɯÛÖɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÑÖÐÕɯÐÕɯ
their production, regardless of their levels of training or professional experiences 
ÐÕɯÔÈÐÕÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÔÌËÐÈɯȹ,ÐÛÊÏÌÓÓɯƖƔƔƔȰɯ2ÛÌÐÕÌÙɯƕƝƝƖȺȭɯ%ÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈɯÈÙÌɯÛà×ÐÊÈÓÓàɯ
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ÚÔÈÓÓɪÚÊÈÓÌȮɯÕÖÕɪ×ÙÖŗÛȮɯÈÕËɯÏÐÎÏÓàɯÜÕËÌÙÊÈ×ÐÛÈÓÐÚÌËȭɯ$Ú×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÚÌÝÌÙÌɯÌÊÖ-
ÕÖÔÐÊɯÊÖÕÚÛÙÈÐÕÛÚȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛÚɯÖŜÌÕɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÌɯÖÕÓàɯÍÖÙɯÚÏÖÙÛɯ×ÌÙÐÖËÚȭɯ

Some criticisms of alternative media – for example, its marginal position in the 
market and its failure to reach larger audiences – certainly also apply to feminist 
media. For example, critics bemoan alternative organisations’ amateurish writing, 
ÓÈÊÒɯÖÍɯ ÓÖÕÎɪÙÈÕÎÌɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯ ÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚɯ ÈÕËɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÐÕÌŚÊÐÌÕÊàɯ
ÊÈÜÚÌËɯÉàɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯÏÖÙÐáÖÕÛÈÓɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯȹÊÐÛÌËɯÐÕɯ ŲÖÕɯƕƝƝƝȰɯ'ÈÔÐÓÛÖÕɯ
ƖƔƔƔȺȭɯ%ÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÕÌÞÚ×È×ÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÐÚÌËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯËÌÕÚÌɯ
ÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÐÕÈŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÈÌÚÛÏÌÛÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÐÎÕȮɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÌÍÜÚÈÓɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÓàɯɁÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ
ÊÏÖÊÖÓÈÛÌɂɯȹ6ÐÕÚÏÐ×ɯƕƝƜƛȺȭɯ"ÖÕÝÌÙÚÌÓàȮɯ%ÈÙÙÌÓÓɀÚɯȹƕƝƝƜȺɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛÍÜÓɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÖÍɯMs., 
the long-running “mouthpiece” of popular feminism in the US, underscored the 
tensions in the complex relationship between feminist media and market forces. 
Farrell saw Ms.ɯÈÚɯÈɯÊÖÙÙÜ×ÛɯÏàÉÙÐËȮɯɁÈÓÞÈàÚɯŗÙÔÓàɯÌÕÔÌÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯ
mass media matrix” (p. 9). 

The critical importance of alternative media in sustaining alternative public 
Ú×ÏÌÙÌÚɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÝÈÓÜÌÚɯȹ ŲÖÕɯƕƝƝƝȮɯƖƔƔƖȰɯ"ÖÜÓËÙàɯƖƔƔƗȰɯ#ÖÞÕÐÕÎȮɯ
ƖƔƔƗȰɯ#ÖÞÕÐÕÎȮɯ%ÖÙËȮɯ&ÐÓȮɯȫɯ2ÛÌÐÕȮɯƖƔƔƕȰɯ'ÈÔÐÓÛÖÕɯƖƔƔƔȰɯ1ÖËÙÐÎÜÌáɯƖƔƔƕȺɯÏÌÓ×Úɯ
explain feminists’ concern to develop their own media outlets. Notably, these 
researchers argue that alternative media should be understood not through their 
static products (and certainly not in terms of adherence to mainstream practices) 
but in terms of their distinctive practices, organisational cultures and social rela-
ÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÜÚȮɯËÌŗÕÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÈÚÚÌÚÚÔÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÌËÐÈȮɯÉÖÛÏɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓÓàɯÈÕËɯ
ÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯÐÕÊÈÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÎÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÕÖÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÙÖŗÛÈÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯ
audience size, or longevity, but whether they manage to operate according to the 
values and principles they articulate, and whether they help produce oppositional 
visions that empower women as individuals and, more importantly, as a productive 
ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯ4Õ×ÙÖŗÛÈÉÓÌɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÕɯÚÏÖÙÛɪÓÐÝÌËɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÈÙÌɯ
not necessarily failures.

The Potential of Feminist Internet Sites 
“Virtually” anyone who can access the Internet can communicate with audiences 

across space, thereby allowing for diverse forms of communication that, in some 
ÐÕÚÛÈÕÊÌÚȮɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɯÈÕËɯËÖÔÐÕÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÔÈÐÕÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÔÌËÐÈȭɯ"ÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯ
feminist activists use the Internet to empower themselves and to communicate with 
converts as well as potential converts, since outsiders – surfers – are much more 
ÓÐÒÌÓàɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÍÖÙÔÚȭɯ"ÖÔ×ÈÙÌËɯÛÖɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ
media formats, the Internet allows for relatively low production and distribution 
costs, thereby helping activist web producers avoid control by market forces (At-
ÛÖÕɯƖƔƔƖȰɯ"ÜÙÙÈÕɯƖƔƔƗȰɯ'ÈÙÊÜ×ɯƖƔƔƗȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÌÝÐËÌÕÛÓàɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯÈÕɯÌŚÊÐÌÕÛɯ
platform for oppositional groups to communicate with (or among) their audiences 
and to come together for political work, blurring the “entrenched division of labour 
ÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɂɯȹ"ÖÜÓËÙàɯƖƔƔƗȮɯƘƙȺȭɯ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÊÖÔÌɯ
together in the same physical space – or even at the same time – can thus collaborate 
ÐÕɯÎÓÖÉÈÓɯÈÓÓÐÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯȹ'ÈÙÊÖÜÙÛɯƖƔƔƔȺȭɯɯ

Technological optimism may still be exaggerated, however. For alternative 
voices, the Internet has considerable barriers, all highly relevant to the zines con-
sidered here. Technical literacy and language itself are both under-appreciated 
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and unacknowledged barriers to “global” communication, so access remains a 
×ÙÖÉÓÌÔɯÓÐÛÌÙÈÓÓàɯÈÕËɯŗÎÜÙÈÛÐÝÌÓàȭɯ.ÛÏÌÙɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯËÖÞÕÚÐËÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÌÌÙɯÝÖÓ-
ÜÔÌɯÖÍɯÜŲÌÙÈÕÊÌÚȮɯÈɯÕÜÔÉÐÕÎɯØÜÈÕÛÐÛàɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈàɯÌßÊÌÌËɯÈÕËɯÌßÏÈÜÚÛɯÈÕɯ
ÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɀÚɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯÈÕËɯÈŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯȹ#ÖÞÕÐÕÎɯƖƔƔƗȺȰɯ ÍÙÈÎÔÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÔÖÕÎɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊÚɯ
ȹ#ÖÞÕÌàɯÈÕËɯ%ÌÕÛÖÕɯƖƔƔƗȺȰɯÉÈÓÒÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯȹ ÓÚÛàÕÌɯÈÕËɯ
!ÙàÕÑÖÓÍÚÚÖÕɯƕƝƝƚȺȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÞÌÓÓɪÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÌËɯÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÝÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɯÛÖɯÈŲÈÊÒɯ
ÈÕËɯÖÝÌÙÞÏÌÓÔɯÔÐÕÖÙÐÛàɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯ ȹ ŲÖÕɯƖƔƔƖȺȭɯ1ÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÓÌɯ
ËÖÔÐÕÈÕÊÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈÎÜÌɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌɯȹ&ÜÙÈÒɯƖƔƔƕȮɯ3ÙÈÝÌÙÚɯƖƔƔƗȺȮɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯ
women regard zines as a highly plastic forum for raising women’s issues (includ-
ÐÕÎɯÚÌßÜÈÓÐÛàȺɯÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚɯÌÓÚÌÞÏÌÙÌɯȹ"ÙÌÚÚÌÙȮɯ&ÜÕÕɯÈÕËɯ!ÈÓÔÌɯƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ
A larger problem is digital capitalism, privatisation, and the corporate targeting 
of women in particular as commercial market.4ɯ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÕÖÕɪ×ÙÖŗÛɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚɯÊÈÕɯ
survive, Internet sites for women, and especially teenaged girls, can be and increas-
ÐÕÎÓàɯÈÙÌɯÊÖɪÖ×ÛÌËɯÉàɯÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÌɯÈÎÌÕËÈÚȭɯ2ÏÈËÌɯȹƖƔƔƘȺɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÐÚɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯ
ÛÖɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ ÜÚÛÙÈÓÐÈɪÉÈÚÌËɯ&ÌÌÒÎÐÙÓɯȹËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯ
ÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯŗÙÚÛɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯáÐÕÌɯÈÕËɯÔÌËÐÈɯ×ÖÙÛÈÓɯÈÉÖÜÛɯɁÞÖÔÌÕȮɯÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàɯÈÕËɯ
ÊàÉÌÙÓÐÍÌÚÛàÓÌÚɂȺȰɯ ÓÐÒÌÞÐÚÌɯ6ÖÔÌÕȭÊÖÔɯÌÔÌÙÎÌËɯŗÙÚÛɯÐÕɯƕƝƝƗɯÈÚɯ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ6(1$ɯ
(Worldwide Information Resources & Exchange) with the best of activist intentions 
but then merged with other corporate entities. So, cyberspace does not automati-
cally liberate the dispossessed. 
8ÖÜÕÎɀÚɯ ȹƖƔƔƘȺɯ Ìß×ÓÖÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ ɁÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÛàɯÈÕËɯËÐÚÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÐÛàɂɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÕÌÞɯ

contexts and old problems in feminism is highly relevant to women’s political cy-
beractivity. Having assumed neither a utopian nor a dystopian view of technology 
or cyberfeminism, we cannot assume that alternative Internet sites always carve 
out spaces for feminism and feminists or that women’s online activity constitutes 
agency. Rather, we must study when and under what conditions feminist media 
can support activist networks in telling counter-narratives and in contesting pa-
triarchy and power structures. 

The Emergence of Feminist Webzines in Korea
!ÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯÔÐËɪƕƝƝƔÚȮɯ*ÖÙÌÈɯ Ìß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌËɯ ÙÈ×ÐËɯ (ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯ ËÐÍÍÜÚÐÖÕȭɯ

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯƖƔƔƘɯÚÛÈÛÐÚÛÐÊÚȮɯƛƔȭƖǔɯÖÍɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕÚɯÕÖÞɯÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȰɯ ÛÏÐÚɯŗÎÜÙÌɯ
ØÜÈËÙÜ×ÓÌËɯÐÕɯŗÝÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯȹ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ"ÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÎÌÕÊàɯÞÞÞȭÕÊÈȭÖÙȭÒÙȺȭɯ-ÖÛɯ
ÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎÓàȮɯÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÞÖÔÌÕɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÈÛɯÌØÜÈÓɯÙÈÛÌÚɯÖÙɯÐÕɯ×ÙÌÊÐÚÌÓàɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯ
ÞÈàÚȰɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÈÎÎÌËɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÔÌÕɯÉàɯÈ××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯÛÌÕɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯȹÚÌÌɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƕȺȮɯ
perhaps because of the lack of websites – whether progressive or market-oriented 
– for women. Moreover, while computer-mediated communication is now the 
primary means of communication for progressive movement groups, traditional 
male-oriented styles that dominate social movements in Korea generally (Moon 
ƖƔƔƖȺɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÐÔÐÛÌËɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÈÎÌÕÊàɯÐÕɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯɁ"ÏÈÔÚÌÚÈÕÎȮɂƙ the 
model bulletin board service of progressive Internet-based movements in Korea, 
carried no articles about women on its public forum until 1997. Between 1997 
ÈÕËɯƖƔƔƗɯÖÕÓàɯƕƗɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯƕƙƚɯËÌÈÓÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÖÔÌÕȰɯÙÌŘÌÊÛÐÕÎɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛÚɀɯ
tendency to privilege the labour movement as responsible for reform, over these 
àÌÈÙÚɯƛƚɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯËÌÈÓÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÈÉÖÜÙɯȹ*ÐÔɯƖƔƔƗȮɯƘƕȺȭɯ
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Table 1: Percentage of Men and Women’s Use of the Internet in Korea

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Male 3.5 3.7 10.6 17.2 21.6 45.1 63.2 66.2 71.7 74.4

Female 0.5 1.4 4.8 7.7 8.7 28.8 50 53.6 59.2 62

Source: National Computerization Agency (www.nca.or.kr)

With the dramatic surge in Internet use starting in late 1999, the number of 
female users has grown rapidly, as has the number of commercial websites target-
ÐÕÎɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɯȹ8ÖÖɯƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÚÐÛÌÚɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÍÈÚÏÐÖÕȮɯ
beauty, food and child rearing, namely, the sphere(s) traditionally assigned to 
ÞÖÔÌÕȰɯ ÛÏÌÚÌɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÈËËÙÌÚÚɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÈÚɯÊÖÕÚÜÔÌÙÚɯ ȹ*ÐÔɯȫɯ)ÖÌɯƖƔƔƔȮɯƖƔƔƕȰɯ"ÏÈÌɯ
ƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ-ÖÛÈÉÓàȮɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƖɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯ
ÍÖÙɯÚÏÖ××ÐÕÎɤÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯÌÕÛÌÙÛÈÐÕÔÌÕÛȮɯÙÌÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÊÏÈŲÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÚÖÊÐÈÓÐÚÐÕÎȮɯ
ÈÕËɯÚÛÜËàÐÕÎȰɯÔÌÕɯÛÌÕËɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÍÖÙɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯȹ*ÖÙÌÈɯ-ÌÛÞÖÙÒɯ(ÕÍÖÙÔÈ-
ÛÐÖÕɯ"ÌÕÛÙÌɯÞÞÞȭÕÐÊȭÖÙȭÒÙȺȭɯ2ÜÊÏɯÚÜÙÝÌàɯËÈÛÈȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÍÈÐÓɯÛÖɯÈÊÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÏÖÞɯ
ÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÈŲÌÙÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÌÕÍÖÙÊÌËȭɯ(ÕɯÈÕàɯÊÈÚÌȮɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÔÌÈÕÛɯ
ÛÖɯÉÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÖÙɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓȮɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓÓàɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÓÐŲÓÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ
feminism. Young feminist groups in particular therefore sought spaces where they 
could speak out and be heard. Dalara was a trigger, simultaneously providing and 
calling for spaces in which women, again, especially young women, could speak 
in their own voices.  

Dalara Talsepo (Moon World and Cells of Daughters)
Dalara Talsepoɯȹ,ÖÖÕɯ6ÖÙÓËɯÈÕËɯ"ÌÓÓÚɯÖÍɯ#ÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚȺɯÞÈÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯƕƝƝƜɯÛÖɯƖƔƔƖȭɯ

Dalara was produced monthly by a feminist collective that emerged out of the 
ÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÌËɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÐËɪƕƝƝƔÚɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÈÚɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÈÉÖÝÌȮɯ
ÊÙÐÛÐØÜÌËɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕËÌÙɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯ
ÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÈŲÌÕËÌËɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛÐÌÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯ
know one another through various feminist political activities and underground 
media. They wanted to continue their feminist activity, that is, even while they 
were beginning careers or graduate school. Nine women and, for a while, one male 
feminist took initial responsibility for producing Dalara. 
"ÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯŗÕËÐÕÎÚɯÉàɯ"ÜÙÙÈÕɯȹƖƔƔƗȺɯÈÕËɯ'ÈÙÊÜ×ɯȹƖƔƔƗȺȮɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÞɯÊÖÚÛÚɯÖÍɯ

entry and production were important advantages of the web. (Similarly, some femi-
nists at Seoul National University started publishing a bimonthly zine Jouissance in 
ƖƔƔƖɯÉÜÛɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÙËɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÚÞÐÛÊÏÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯÞÌÉɯȹÞÞÞȭÑÖÜÐÚÚÈÕÊÌȮÊÈÍÌƖƘȭÊÖÔȺɯÍÖÙÔÈÛɯ
to save money.) Dalara’s members initially planned a printed magazine but then 
ÙÌÈÓÐÚÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÊÖÚÛɯÌÐÎÏÛɯÛÐÔÌÚɯÈÚɯÔÜÊÏȭɯ.ÕÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÌËÐÛÖÙɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ
ÌÊÖÕÖÔÐÊɯÊÙÐÚÐÚɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈɯÐÕɯƕƝƝƛɪƜȮɯÞÌɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÈÊÒÓÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÚÛɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕȭɯ&ÐÝÌÕɯ
other changes during the preparation period, such as the departure of members, 
we decided to launch a webzine instead.”
6ÌÉɪÏÖÚÛÐÕÎɯÊÖÚÛɯȜƕƘƔɯÈɯàÌÈÙȭɯ.ÛÏÌÙɯÌß×ÌÕÚÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÉÜàÐÕÎɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÎÐŜÚɯȹÜÚÜ-

ally a coupon for a book) for people who agreed to be interviewed for a feature 
ÚÛÖÙàȮɯÈÕËɯÌß×ÌÕÚÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚȭɯ3ÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÛÚɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÕÌÌËÚȮɯDalara 
×ÙÐÔÈÙÐÓàɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌËɯÖÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯËÜÌÚɯÖÍɯȜƕƔɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏȭɯȹ3ÏÐÚɯÈÔÖÜÕÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯ
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ÉÌɯÜÕÜÚÜÈÓɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛÚɯÖŜÌÕɯ×ÈàɯÌØÜÐÝÈÓÌÕÛɯËÜÌÚɯÛÖɯÕÖÕɪÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ
ÈÕËɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÚȭȺɯ.ÛÏÌÙɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌÝÌÕÜÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯËÖÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ
payments from news media for articles, and lecture fees (typically, on topics such 
ÈÚɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌȮɯÖÙɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕȺȭɯ ŜÌÙɯƕƝƝƝɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÏÈËɯ
ÕÖɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÖŚÊÌɯÖÙɯÕÌÞÚÙÖÖÔɯȹÈÕËɯÕÖɯÙÌÕÛȺȭɯ(ÕÚÛÌÈËȮɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÌÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓÓàɯÖ×ÌÙ-
ÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯÝÐÙÛÜÈÓɯÕÌÞÚÙÖÖÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÊÖÔ×ÜÛÌÙÚȮɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ"4&ɯȹ"ÓÖÚÌËɯ4ÚÌÙɯ
&ÙÖÜ×Ⱥȭ6 They met once a week in a public place, such as a café, to plan forthcom-
ÐÕÎɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÊÙÐÛÐØÜÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÓÚÖɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÈÕËɯ
ÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÙɯÓÌÚÚɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÖÜÚÓàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ"4&ȭɯ3ÏÜÚȮɯDalara’s small-scale 
organisation and minimal spending enabled it to survive for four years.

The Dalara collective was entirely self-managed. Members did most of the 
writing. They designed, uploaded and promoted each issue. They expected to be 
stymied by technical problems – given that typically women have less exposure 
ÈÕËɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙÐÛàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàɯÛÏÈÕɯÔÌÕɯȹÚÌÌɯ3ÙÈÝÌÙÚɯƖƔƔƗȺɯɬɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌàɯÔÈÕÈÎÌËɯ
to take on nearly all production activities. Strawberry and another member, who 
had studied web programming, normally took responsibility for the zine’s feminist 
ËÌÚÐÎÕȭɯ ŜÌÙɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÞÌÉɪËÌÚÐÎÕɯÈÕËɯ'3,+ɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕȮɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÓÚÖɯ
played part on posting on the webzine. According to Strawberry some technological 
problems arose but the zine was not launched until everything was set. Nonethe-
less, she added, “everybody felt responsible for zine’s production so determined 
to share the burden.” 

Dalara continuously experimented in terms of texts, design, and production 
practices. DalaraɯÞÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɪÒÕÖÞÕɯÍÖÙɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÌÈÊÏɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÈɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕȭɯ ÊÊÖÙË-
ing to former editors, members thought seriously about every layout in order to 
display the cover story, the issue’s core story, in feminist ways.7 Initially, one person 
ÞÐÛÏɯÌß×ÌÙÛÐÚÌɯÐÕɯÞÌÉɪÌËÐÛÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÈàɪÖÜÛȭɯ.ÕÊÌɯÛÙÈÐÕÌËȮɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ
members shared the responsibility. During its planning stage, the dummy edition 
of DalaraɯÓÖÖÒÌËɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯ×ÙÐÕÛɪÉÈÚÌËɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌȰɯÐÛÚɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÛÌÊÏ-
ÕÖÓÖÎàɯȹÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàȺɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÎÖɯÉÌàÖÕËɯÏà×ÌÙÓÐÕÒÚȭɯ.ÝÌÙɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯDalara 
introduced innovations exploiting the Internet. For example, for a story about 
ÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÓÈÚÛÐÕÎɯÌřÌÊÛÚɯÖÍɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÚÖÊÐÈÓÓàɯÛà×ÌÊÈÚÛȮɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÊÓÐÊÒɯ
ÖÕɯÖ×ÛÐÖÕÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ3ÈÙÖÛɯ"ÈÙËÚȰɯÌÈÊÏɯÚÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌËɯÈɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÌß×ÓÈÕÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯ
collective also worked to enlarge spaces for audience participation. With its sixth 
issue, Dalara ran a bulletin board at the end of each cover story as a prominent site 
for audience responses. Strawberry said: “Sometimes, people post persuasive and 
ÛÌÙÙÐŗÊɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚȮɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÞÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÈÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯÈÊÊÌ×Ûɯ
and integrate them into the cover story.”

Most of the distinctive characteristics of Dalara’s organisation and practices ex-
plicitly derived from feminist principles. They sought to establish a non-hierarchical, 
participatory organisation based on democratic production processes. Strawberry 
said: “Everything was based on collective decision-making. Although an editor 
ÍÜÕÊÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàɯÌßÐÚÛÌËȮɯ ÚÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯ×ÙÌÚÐËÌËɯÖÝÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÖÙËÐÕÈÛÌËɯÔÈŲÌÙÚɯ
ÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞÚȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÚÏÐŜÌËɯÈÕÕÜÈÓÓàȮɯÛÈÒÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÖɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ
ÌÈÊÏɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɀÚɯÖÙËÐÕÈÙàɯÓÐÍÌȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÌËɯÛÖɯÈÕËɯËÙÖ××ÌËɯÏÖÕÖÙÐŗÊÚɯÈÚɯ
a way of opposing all hierarchies, including those based on age, gender, and mili-
tary service. More importantly, all members used pen-names as a way “to express 
newly created identities in cyberspace and to experiment with a feminist writing 
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style,” as their book chapter explained (Dalara TalsepoɯƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÚÚÌÙÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ
ÛÏÌÚÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÚÛàÓÌÚɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌÎÈÙËÌËɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÈÚɯÌØÜÈÓÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯËÐÈÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ
relationship with them. But they also recognised that these unconventional styles 
might exclude many male readers and even a few female readers (Dalara Talsepo 
ƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÞÌÓÊÖÔÌËɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÍÙÖÔɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯ
granted access to anyone who wanted to meet with them (although, as one editor 
ÚÈÐËȮɯÕÌÞɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÌËÐÛÖÙÐÈÓɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÔÈàɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÎÈÙËÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÔ-
ÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÛàÓÌɯÈÚɯɁÚÛÙÈÕÎÌɂȺȭɯ ÕàÖÕÌɯÊÖÜÓËɯÈŲÌÕËɯÌËÐÛÖÙÐÈÓɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÖÙɯÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ
mailing list. Meanwhile, DalaraɯËÐÚÊÈÙËÌËɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÑÖÜÙÕÈÓÐÚÛÐÊɯÙÖÜÛÐÕÌÚȭɯ
(ÛÚɯÝÐÙÛÜÈÓɯÕÌÞÚÙÖÖÔɯÌÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓÓàɯÕÜÓÓÐŗÌËɯ ÑÖÜÙÕÈÓÐÚÔɀÚɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÓɤÚ×ÈÛÐÈÓɯÊÖÕÝÌÕ-
ÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ'ÈÝÐÕÎɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÈÉÈÕËÖÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÊÌ×ÛɯÖÍɯËÌÈËÓÐÕÌÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯ
to upload cover stories whenever they were completed. 

Securing Women’s Space on the Internet
The title “Dalara Talsepo” hints at the collective’s intentions: “Dalara (Moon 

6ÖÙÓËȺɂɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÌÚɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÞÖÙÓËɯÈÕËɯɁTalsepoɯȹ"ÌÓÓÚɯÖÍɯ#ÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚȺɂɯÚàÔÉÖÓÐÚÌÚɯ
the horizontal relationship between mothers and daughters, as opposed to the 
ÏÐÌÙÈÙÊÏÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÛÙÐÈÙÊÏÈÓɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÚÚÜÔÌËɯÛà×ÐŗÌÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɪÚÖÕɯ
relationships. The goal was to build a strong foundation for an egalitarian commu-
nity among women in both the real and virtual worlds, to create a feminist space 
on the Internet that would be comfortable and would sustain real world feminist 
activities. In order to knit together diverse strands of the women’s movement, it 
ÖřÌÙÌËɯÝÐÙÛÜÈÓɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÕÈÚÊÌÕÛɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÕÌÞɯÞÈÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÝÌ-

Content Category Dalara Unninet
2000-2001

Unninet
2002-2005

Body/Appearance/ Health 3.9 11.1 7.3
Cyberfeminism 9.2 3.7 6.7
Everyday life 39.9 29.6 20.7
Family/Marriage 6.6 6.8 7.3
Feminism theory 15.3 1.0 3.3
Feminist identity 15.1 3.1 6.1
Friendship 0 2.6 5.0
Hobby/Leisure 0 15.3 3.3
Housekeeping 3.0 0 3.9
Media/Culture 15.7 5.8 7.3
Mind/ Mental state 1.7 2.6 5.0
Money 0 2.6 0.5
Politics/ Policy /Law 41.7 7.4 7.9
Pregnancy/Abortion 3.0 8.9 0
Prostitution/Pornography 1.7 0.5 7.8
Sexual violence/Sexual harassment 5.7 3.7 7.9
Sexuality/Love 15.7 17.4 14.0
Education/Work Prospects 3.0 8.9 2.2
Women�s Labour 3.5 11.1 7.9
Women�s movement 9.6 7.4 15.7
Other 4.8 8.9 7.9
Total (articles) N = 228 N = 189 N = 178

Table 2: Subjects in Dalara and Unninet (in percent of all articles)
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ÔÌÕÛɯÎÙÖÜÕËÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÖÍɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙÚȭɯ(ÛÚɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐÚɯÖÕɯŗÙÚÛɪ×ÌÙÚÖÕȮɯ
“ordinary,” and dialogical modes of writing was intended to encourage informal, 
participatory chat.
&ÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓɯÈÚÚÜÔ×ÛÐÖÕɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯÞÏÖɯÌÕÑÖàÌËɯÌÈÚàɯÈÊÊÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȮɯ

DalaraɀÚɯÍÖÜÕËÌÙÚɯÌß×ÌÊÛÌËɯÍÌÔÈÓÌɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÕÎÌÙɯÖŚÊÌɯÞÖÙÒÌÙÚɯ
ÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÈÐÕɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌȭɯ ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÈÕɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯÚÜÙÝÌàɯÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯÖÜÛɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƔɯȹÈÕËɯ
published in ÐÚÚÜÌɯÕÖȭɯƕƖȮɯƖƔƔƔȺɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌȮɯÜÕËÌÙÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌÚɯÈÕËɯÞÖÙÒÌÙÚɯƖƔɪƗƔɯ
years old were indeed Dalara’s main readers. But while women readers outnum-
bered men, many more men were readers than expected. The survey found that 
ÛÏÌɯÔÈÑÖÙÐÛàɯÖÍɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÈàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÊÖÔÔÌÕËÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ
ÈÊØÜÈÐÕÛÈÕÊÌÚɯÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚȭɯ(ÕɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÚÛȮɯÔÌÕɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÈŜÌÙɯÜÚÐÕÎɯ×ÖÙÛÈÓɯ
sites or because they had read articles by members published in other media. 

DalaraɀÚɯ ÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÔɯÊÓÌÈÙÓàɯÌÔÌÙÎÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÐÛÚɯÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ ÛÖ×ÐÊÚȭɯ Úɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƖɯÚÏÖÞÚȮɯ
ÔÖÚÛɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯÎÙÌÞɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÌÕËÌÙɯÐÕÌØÜÈÓÐÛàɯÐÚɯÌÔÉÌËËÌËɯÐÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ
everyday lives.8 For example, one article complained that women in Korea experi-
ence rampant sexism and discrimination at alumni meetings, otherwise regarded 
ÈÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÝÌÕÜÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÕÌÛÞÖÙÒÚȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÌÝÐËÌÕÛɯ
ÐÕɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÈŲÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯÊÜÓÛÜÙÌȯɯ1ÌÝÐÌÞÚɯÖÍɯÙÖÔÈÕÛÐÊɯÛÌÓÌ-
vision dramas underscored how mainstream popular culture reproduces gender 
ÚÛÌÙÌÖÛà×ÌÚȭɯ,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌȮɯÚÓÐÎÏÛÓàɯÖÝÌÙɯƕƙǔɯÖÍɯDalara was devoted to sophisticated 
ÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÛÏÌÖÙàȮɯÈÕËɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÐËÌÕÛÐÛàȰɯÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌÚɯÐÛɯÖřÌÙÌËɯÈÊÈ-
demic papers or commentaries. As noted below, far more than Unninet, the Dalara 
collective intended to introduce and popularise feminist theory. 
3ÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɀÚɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÛÖɯÚÌÊÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÌß×ÈÕËɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÓÚÖɯ

entailed trying to make women feel at ease on its site and to feel comfortable com-
ÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÕÌɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÈÛÐÊɯÈŜÌÙɯÈÉÖÓÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕ-
troversial governmental system that had awarded extra points to military veterans 
ÐÕɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÝÌɯÌßÈÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯÑÖÉÚȰɯDalara’s coverage of this issue 
×ÙÖÝÖÒÌËɯÈɯÙÈÚÏɯÖÍɯÈÉÜÚÐÝÌɯŘÈÔÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ5ÌÛÌÙÈÕÚɀɯ$ßÛÙÈɯ/ÖÐÕÛɯ
System.9 The collective – in vigorous debate with readers-- considered various ways 
ÛÖɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯɁÔÈÊÏÖɂɯÈŲÈÊÒÚȭɯ"ÏÈÊÏÈȮɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÌËÐÛÖÙȮɯ
ÙÌÊÈÓÓÌËɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÓÖÎÐÕɪÚàÚÛÌÔȯɯɁ!ÜÛɯÐÛɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÛÖÖɯÔÜÊÏɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ
ÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌȰɯÐÛɯÝÐÖÓÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɀÚɯÍÙÌÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛɯÈÕËɯÔÈàɯÏÐÕËÌÙɯÞÖÔÌÕɯ
ÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÛÏÌÙȭɯ2ÖɯÞÌɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯÛÖɯÑÜËÎÌɯÈÕÛÐɪÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
ÖÙɯÈÕËÙÖÊÌÕÛÙÐÊɯÈŲÐÛÜËÌÚɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎÚȭɂɯ-ÌÝÌÙÛÏÌÓÌÚÚȮɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯ
ÞÖÔÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÌßÐÚÛɯÈŲÈÊÒÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÈɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÌßÊÓÜÚÐÝÌÓàɯÍÖÙɯ
women. Regardless of content, editors deleted from this board any articles that they 
thought showed “male-dominant” tendencies or in which the writer manifested 
ÔÈÓÌɯÉÐÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÐËÌÕÛÐÛàȰɯËÌÓÌÛÌËɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯɁÛÖÐÓÌÛɯÉÖÈÙËȭɂ
,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌȮɯÜÚÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɪÖÕÓàɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛ-

ful and civil. Again, the aim was to preserve a comfortable and safe space for women. 
2ÖÔÌɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÐÚÌËɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌÚɯÈÚɯÌßÊÓÜÚÐÝÌȭɯ"àÕÐÊÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɯ
and competence of the collective in presuming an ability to recognise which articles 
ÞÌÙÌɯÞÙÐŲÌÕɯÉàɯÔÌÕȭƕƔɯ.ÕÌɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÈÕÛɯÙÌÈËÌÙɯËÌÊÙÐÌËɯDalara as “a swamp.” But, most 
women apparently welcomed these measures and saw the women-only bulletin 
board as an emancipating space enacting a kind of feminist ethics. As the editors 
acknowledged, some visitors were unwilling to express their opinions on bulletin 
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boards. Still, one delighted reader said, “I visit this place now and then, like rest-
ÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÖÈÚÐÚɂɯȹÞÖÔÌÕɪÖÕÓàɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯșƖƘƜȺȭɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÙÌÈËÌÙɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÚÛÌËɯÛÏÐÚɯ
space to the oppression of the open space: “I felt heavy in my chest at the hostile 
ÈÛÔÖÚ×ÏÌÙÌɯÐÕɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɂɯȹ!ÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÍÖÙɯÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɯșɯƘƕƔȺȭɯ
 Úɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƗɯÚÏÖÞÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɪÖÕÓàɯÉÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËɯÈ××ÌÈÙÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ
women could openly (but responsibly) chat with friends about agony, grief and 
ÑÖàɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÌÈÛÌÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÊÏÖɯÝÈÙÐÈÕÛɯÖÍɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ
3ÏÌɯÌřÖÙÛɯÛÖɯÌÕÓÈÙÎÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÛÌÙÙÐÛÖÙàɯÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÛÖɯÖřɪÓÐÕÌɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯ

and community support. The collective of members provided technological assis-
ÛÈÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÙɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÈÕÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÝÖÐÊÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȰɯ
in solidarity with other women’s organisations, Dalara members produced banners 
and homepages for feminist events and organisations. Women’s organisations fre-
ØÜÌÕÛÓàɯÐÕÝÐÛÌËɯDalara members to teach them how to design homepages.

The Experiments End
(ÕɯÓÈÛÌɯƖƔƔƔȮɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÐÖËÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÜ×ËÈÛÐÕÎɯÎÙÌÞɯÓÖÕÎÌÙȰɯÖÕÓàɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÕÌÞɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯ

ÞÌÙÌɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƕȭɯ2ÛÙÈÞÉÌÙÙàɯ×ÈÙÛÓàɯÈŲÙÐÉÜÛÌËɯÛÏÌÚÌɯËÌÓÈàÚɯÖÕɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɀɯÌÕÎÈÎÌ-
ment in other activities. Even some of the stalwarts of the collective were busy with 
ÖÛÏÌÙɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚȰɯÉÖÛÏɯ2ÛÙÈÞÉÌÙÙàɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÈÊÏÈɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯ
ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯØÜÐÛɯÐÕɯÖÙËÌÙɯÛÖɯÚÛÜËàɯÈÉÙÖÈËɯÖÙɯÚÛÈÙÛɯÕÌÞɯÑÖÉÚȭɯ2ÛÙÈÞÉÌÙÙàɀÚɯÌß×ÓÈÕÈÛÐÖÕɯ
echoes other constraints feminist media have historically faced:

[Since] the number of people who manage to write for the zine decreased, it was 
ÏÈÙËÌÙɯÛÖɯÊÖÝÌÙɯÖÕÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐŗÊɯÛÖ×ÐÊɯÐÕɯËÐÚÛÐÕÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÈàÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÈɯÚÛàÓÌɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯ
ÍÙÖÔɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈËɯÌÔÌÙÎÌËɯÚÐÕÊÌɯƖƔƔƔȭɯ-ÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
websites such as Unninet but also commercial women’s sites contributed to 
ÌÕÓÈÙÎÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÛÖɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÝÖÐÊÌÚɯÐÕɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ6ÌɯËÐËɯ
not have to treat popular issues, we thought, because other sites did the job. 
(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯÖÍɯŗÕËÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÊÖÓÖÜÙɯÈÕËɯÛÖÕÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ
serious. We no longer found the pleasure, now that we were no longer the 
ÚÖÓÐÛÈÙàɯÞÈÙÙÐÖÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȭɯ

3ÏÌÚÌɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛÐÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÏÐÕËÌÙÌËɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÜÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÜÚÌËɯÈɯ
ÚÛàÓÐÚÛÐÊɯ ÚÏÐŜȭɯ3ÏÌɯ ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÔÈŲÌÙɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯ ÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛÓàɯ ÊÏÈÕÎÌȭɯ8ÌÛȮɯÔÖÚÛɯÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ
newly-posted articles were highly (some readers said “overly”) self-confessional 
and based on personal experiences. A certain kind of didactic tone evoked particular 
ËÐÚÚÈÛÐÚÍÈÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÜÕÌÈÚÐÕÌÚÚȮɯÈÕËɯÙÌÈËÌÙɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÐÚÔÚȭɯ.ÕÌɯÜÕÏÈ××àɯɁÓÈà×ÌÙÚÖÕɂɯÚÈÐËɯ
ÚÏÌɯÏÖ×ÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÛÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯɁÈɯÎÏÌŲÖɂɯȹɁ/ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯÉàȮɂɯÕÖȭɯƕƗƔƙȮɯÞÖÔÌÕɪ
ÖÕÓàɯÉÖÈÙËȮɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯƝɤƕƕɤƖƔƔƕȺȭɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÈÐËɯÛÏÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯɁÈÚɯÙÜËÌɯÈÚɯÓÌÈŘÌÛÚɯÉàɯ
student movements association with too-long sentences and unfamiliar words” (“It 
ÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÈËȮɂɯÕÖȭɯƕƖƘƚȮɯÞÖÔÌÕɪÖÕÓàɯÉÖÈÙËȮɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯƜɤƕƘɤƖƔƔƕȺȭ

Delays and decreases in postings of new articles resulted in a gradual decrease 
in the number of people visiting and posting on Dalaraȭɯ Úɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƗɯÚÏÖÞÚȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ
ÌÈÙÓàɯ×ÌÙÐÖËɯÛÈÓÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯÓÐÝÌÚɯËÖÔÐÕÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕÚȰɯÐÕɯÈɯËÙÈÔÈÛÐÊɯ
transformation, the bulletin board became more of a notice board, merely a publicity 
ËÌÝÐÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ!ÜÓÓÌÛÐÕɯÉÖÈÙËÚɯÓÖÚÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÊÌɯÈÚɯ
mechanisms for sharing experiences and strengthening connections among readers. 
To cope with these challenges, some members suggested linking the personal or 
individual homepages of anyone who wanted to contribute to the zine. This at-
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tempt tentatively showed up in the last issue, “Diary,” which was entirely devoted 
to personal accounts. But, members’ energies were already sapped. In September 
ƖƔƔƗɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌËɯÈɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙàɯÏÈÓÛɯÛÖɯ×ÖÚÛÐÕÎÚȭɯ ÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎȮɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯ
not resumed, although old issues are archived.

Table 3: Subjects in the Women-only Bulletin Board in Dalara

02/2000 to 02/2001 02/2001 to 02/2005 Total

Notices* 115 201 316

Consultation 61 54 115

Advice for consultation 116 52 168
Opinion 241 102 343

Talk about every life 867 270 1137

Comments on the webzine 25 16 41

Others 85 35 120

Total 1510 730 2240

* Information about upcoming feminist events, meetings, employment in women�s organizations.

Unninet (Sisters’ Village and Network)
(Õɯ ×ÙÐÓɯƖƔƔƔȮɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÖɪÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁàÖÜÕÎɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÎÙÖÜ×ÚɂɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌËɯ

Unninet (Sisters’ Village and Network). Unninet shares many characteristics with 
Dalara, including the self-conscious intention to create a comfortable platform for 
ÞÖÔÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÈÓÒɯÍÙÌÌÓàɯÐÕɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯËÌŗÕÐÛÐÖÕÚɯ
ÖÍɯÞÖÔÈÕÏÖÖËȭɯ3ÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÉÌÕÌŗÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉȮɯÓÖÞÌÙɯÊÖÚÛÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ
media as well as other advantages (especially interactivity) encouraged these 
feminists to launch a webzine, although like Dalara, UnninetɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯ
ÞÖÙÒɯÐÕÛÌÕÚÐÝÌÓàɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÛÖɯÚÖÓÝÌɯÛÌÊÏÕÐÊÈÓɯÔÈŲÌÙÚȭɯ

Although it had a nominal functional hierarchy and division of labour, Unninet 
began with a commitment to egalitarian and collective decision-making. All the 
ÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÈÚɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÖÕÌɯÔÈÕɯÞÏÖɯÏÈËɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯ
ÖÕɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯŗÙÚÛɯÛÖɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÐÕÎɯ
Unninetȭɯ.ÕÌɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÈÓɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÝÌɯÛÖɯÐÛÚɯÍÖÙÌÙÜÕÕÌÙɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÈÛɯUnni-
netɯÞÈÚɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌÙɯÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ"ÏÖÙÈȭɯ(ÛÚɯÍÖÜÕËÌÙɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ
the group adopted this corporate structure because members, having all recently 
graduated from college, hoped to combine making a living with feminist activ-
ÐÛàȭɯ(ÕɯƕƝƝƝȮɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÚÛÈÎÌÚȮɯÍÌÞɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚɯÌßÐÚÛÌËȰɯ
commercial sites for women began to emerge only as UnninetɯÞÈÚɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÖřɯÛÏÌɯ
ÎÙÖÜÕËȭɯ9ÖÌȮɯÐÛÚɯ"$.ȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ(ÍɯÞÌɯÛÖÓËɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÛɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÐÚ-
sues which commercial sites dealt with, in a feminist, vigorous and friendly way, 
we thought, we could be successful.”

From the start, UnninetɯÐÕÛÌÕËÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÕØÜÌÙɯÈɯÔÈÙÒÌÛȮɯÈÓÉÌÐÛɯÈɯÕÐÊÏÌɯÔÈÙÒÌÛȰɯÐÕɯ
ÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÕÚÌȮɯÐÛɯÚÌÌÔÌËɯÛÖɯÏÈÙÉÖÜÙɯÔÈÐÕÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÈÔÉÐÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ×ÜÉÓÐ-
cised the inauguration of Unninet by releasing news to mainstream newspapers 
as well as to feminist media. It abided by copyright laws. It used a login-system 
ÛÖɯÊÖÜÕÛɯÐÛÚɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚȭɯ-ÖÛɯÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎÓàȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÌÕÛÌÙ×ÙÐÚÌɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯ×ÈÐËɯÍÜÓÓɪÛÐÔÌɯ
employees who worked together in a physical place. In order to generate revenue 
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ÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÛÚɯÚÛÈřɯand management expenses, UnninetɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÍÙÌØÜÌÕÛÓàɯËÌ-
signed homepages for other women’s organisations. Very minor sources of funding 
ÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯËÖÕÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯÈÊØÜÈÐÕÛÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÈàÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯÕÌÞÚɯ
media for articles. Most of the advertising they ran was free, functioning primarily 
to cement alliances with other women’s organisations, so advertising generated 
ÓÐŲÓÌɯÙÌÝÌÕÜÌȭɯ9ÖÌȮɯ ÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯ"$.ɯÖÍɯ"ÏÖÙÈ,ɯÚÛÈÛÌËȯɯɁ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯ ÓÐÒÌɯÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÈŜÌÙɯ
ÛÞÖɯÏÈÙÌÚȭɯ6ÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÈÕɯÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ×ÙÖŗÛɯÔÖËÌÓɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÜÕÙÌÈÓÐÚ-
tic.” Yet, UnninetɯÙÌÑÌÊÛÌËɯÔÖÚÛɯÔÈÐÕÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÑÖÜÙÕÈÓÐÚÛÐÊɯÝÈÓÜÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ
The concept of deadline was diluted. Most writers used pseudonyms. In order to 
ÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÝÖÐÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÊÈÛÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÚɯÌØÜÈÓÚȮɯÛÏÌàɯ
adopted a friendly conversational style. As the name of the webzine demonstrates, 
ÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÐÔÌËɯÛÖɯÊÙÌÈÛÌɯÈɯÊÖÚàɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÞÖÔÌÕȭɯ9ÖÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ%ÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÙÛȮɯ
we had a concept of village for the structure of the webzine.” Indeed, all the sec-
tions of Unninet were named for ordinary places encountered in everyday life. For 
instance, to signify the idea of cleansing misogynist thoughts, the section on men’s 
issues (including for male feminists) was called the “laundry room for brothers.” 
The “video rental shop” carried movie reviews. The forum for discussing sexual 
ÏÈÙÈÚÚÔÌÕÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÚÊÖÙÊÏÐÕÎɯÚÈÜÕÈɂȰɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÔÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯÛÖɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÚÈÜÕÈÚɯ
in Korea that are notorious sites of sexual violence. Each space had a bulletin board 
for readers.

To a far greater degree than Dalara, Unninet experimented with structures and 
ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÌÕÏÈÕÊÌɯÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯ ÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛȭɯ (ÕɯƖƔƔƔɯÈÕËɯƖƔƔƕȮɯUnninet 
introduced reforms to enlarge and diversify the space for readers to post their 
ÚÛÖÙÐÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÙÖÜÕËɯÖÍɯÔÖËÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯ
of subscribers, one of the most popular Internet services in Korea.11 The favourite 
service was and is “Room of my own,” a structure that enabled personal columns 
ÞÌÓÓɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÉÓÖÎÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȭɯ1ÌÍÌÙÙÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ5ÐÙÎÐÕÐÈɯ6ÖÖÓÍɀÚɯƕƝƖƝɯÉÖÖÒȮɯ
with its well-known assertion that “a woman must have money and a room of her 
ÖÞÕɯÐÍɯÚÏÌɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÞÙÐÛÌɯŗÊÛÐÖÕȮɂɯɁ1ÖÖÔɯÖÍɯÔàɯÖÞÕɂɯÐÕÝÐÛÌÚɯÙÌÈËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ
ÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÈÓÐÌÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÓÐÒÌɪÔÐÕËÌËɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓÚȭɯ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÌß-
press opinions on controversial issues – ranging from men’s unpleasant habits to 
abortion – that they cannot easily discuss in the “real” world. Women say they feel 
free to express their opinions in this space because they can safely assume that their 
“half sisters”ƕƖ and other sympathisers will listen and consider in earnest. In this 
semi-private, semi-public environment, “Room of my own” writers apparently feel 
a sense of mutual support and connection with other women, as well as respect 
ÍÖÙɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌÚȭɯ,ÖÙÌÖÝÌÙȮɯUnninet tried to encourage readers to come 
ÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ2ÜÊÏɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÛÖɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌɯ
networking extended to the real world: UnninetɯÔÈËÌɯÐÛÚɯÖŚÊÌɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
groups needing a convenient place to work.ƕƗ
 ÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯƖƔƔƕȮɯUnninet confronted several crises. Although Unninet was 

ÕÌÐÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÖŗÛɪËÙÐÝÌÕɯÕÖÙɯÐÕɯËÌÉÛȮɯÐÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÙÌÝÌÕÜÌɯÛÖɯ×ÈàɯÞÈÎÌÚɯ
ÈÕËɯÖŚÊÌɯÌß×ÌÕÚÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɀÚɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÍÙÜÚÛÙÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÓÖÞɯÚÈÓÈÙÐÌÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ
ÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÖÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ×ÈÙÛɪÛÐÔÌɯÑÖÉÚȭɯ,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌȮɯUnninet’s corporate 
structure ultimately limited its ability to realise its feminist intent. Ironically, self-
ÌÝÈÓÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÉàɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƖƝÛÏɯÌËÐÛÐÖÕɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌË Unninet had 
drawn criticism for being similar to commercial women’s sites. Whether or not this 
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criticism was fair, Unninet had felt some pressure to satisfy audience tastes and 
Ìß×ÌÊÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ Úɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƖɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚȮɯÐÕɯÊÖÕÛÙÈÚÛɯÛÖɯDalara, Unninet had essentially 
ignored issues of feminist theory, cyberfeminism and feminist identity during its 
early period. UnninetɯÞÈÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯɁÚÖŜÌÙɂɯÛÏÌÔÌÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÏÖÉÉÐÌÚȮɯÓÌÐÚÜÙÌȮɯ
friendship, and health. Moreover, Unninet adopted a lighter and more popularised 
È××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÚɯÈÕËɯÈɯÔÖÙÌɯÐÕÛÐÔÈÛÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÚÛàÓÌȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÈ××ÈÙÌÕÛɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙÐÛàɯÛÖɯ
commercial women’s magazines may indicate an ambiguous identity. So, Unninet 
embarked on a campaign to incorporate feminist perspectives more consistently into 
the analysis of women’s lives, including the impact of hidden power relations.

Overcoming the Crisis through Reinforcing Community
(Õɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯ ƖƔƔƕȮɯUnninet members decided to shut down the company, 

"ÏÖÙÈȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔɯUnninetɯ ÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÕÖÕɪ×ÙÖŗÛɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙɪÉÈÚÌËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ
3ÏÐÚɯÍÙÌÌËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ×ÙÌÚÚÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÊÏÈÕÎÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÌÓÍɪËÌŗÕÐÛÐÖÕȭɯ Ê-
ÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ9ÖÌȮɯÈŜÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕàɯÍÖÓËÌËȮɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯɁÍÌÓÛɯÍÙÌÌɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÖÕɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
issues more directly, because now we didn’t need to consider audience taste to for 
ÛÏÌɯÚÈÒÌɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖŗÛȭɂɯ2ÏÌɯÈËËÌËȯɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯÞÌɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÈÚɯÈɯÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÐÖÕȱɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ
ÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÓÜÊÛÈÕÛɯÛÖɯËÌŗÕÌɯÛÏÌÔÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÈÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛÚȭɯ ŜÌÙɯÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÕÖÕɪ×ÙÖŗÛɯ
ÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƖȮɯÞÌɯËÌŗÕÌËɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÈÚɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛÚɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯËÌŗÕÌËɯUnninet as 
feminist organisation.”
3ÏÐÚɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÚÖÓÝÌɯÈÓÓɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯØÜÐÛȭɯ!ÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÈÓÓɯ

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÕÖÞɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÏÈËɯÍÜÓÓɪÛÐÔÌɯÑÖÉÚɯÖÙɯÞÌÙÌɯÎÙÈËÜÈÛÌɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȮɯÍÌÞÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯ
were held. Members tried to “outsource” the writing assignments to non-mem-
bers to reduce the burdens and to recruit new members, including subscribers, to 
ÑÖÐÕɯÐÕɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÐÕÎɯUnninetȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÏÈËɯÚÖÔÌɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚȮɯÉÜÛȮɯ×ÙÌËÐÊÛÈÉÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯ
È××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÞÈÚɯÖŜÌÕɯËÌÓÈàÌËȰɯÖÕÓàɯŗÝÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÜ×ÓÖÈËÌËɯ
ÐÕɯƖƔƔƖȭɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÖËËÓàȮɯUnninetɀÚɯÊÜÙÛÈÐÓÌËɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÈÚɯÈɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɯËÐËɯÕÖÛɯÚÐÎÕÐŗ-
cantly weaken Unninet as a website, which remains dynamic. With the summer 
ÖÍɯƖƔƔƕɯÔÖËÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÓÈÙÎÌÓàɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚɀɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ
È××ÙÖßÐÔÈÛÌÓàɯƕƔƔɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚȰɯÉàɯÌÈÙÓàɯƖƔƔƗȮɯƕƔƔƔɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚɯÏÈËɯÈɯɁ1ÖÖÔɯÖÍɯ
ÔàɯÖÞÕȭɂɯ.ÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÌËɯÐÕɯÊÖÙÖÓÓÈÙàɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÓÌÚɯ
ȹÈÕËɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ÚȺɯÖÍɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȭɯ9ÖÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÖÍɯ
community” as what primarily sustained Unninet. 
(ÕɯÓÈÛÌɯƖƔƔƖȮɯÐÕɯÖÙËÌÙɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÉÐÓÐÚÌɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌɀÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȮɯÚÛÈřɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÜÕËÌÙÛÖÖÒɯÔÖÙÌɯÙÈËÐÊÈÓɯÈÕËɯÍÜÕËÈÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚȭɯ
Zoe said, “We could not cope with ordinary tasks using volunteer labour. With 
the delay of the zine’s production and other work, we felt stagnant and talked 
ÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÌËɯÍÖÙɯÍÜÓÓɪÛÐÔÌɯÚÛÈřȭɂɯ3ÏÌàɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓÓàɯÈ××ÓÐÌËɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÎÙÈÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ
Korean Women’s Foundation, a private foundation established in 1999 that works 
ÛÖɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÚÛÈÛÜÚȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƔƔƗȮɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙÌËɯÈÚɯÈɯÍÜÓÓɪÚÊÈÓÌɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ
ÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯ-&.ȭɯ ÚɯÚÜÊÏȮɯUnninetɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌËɯÈɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÝÐÎÖÙÖÜÚɯÖśÐÕÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐ-
ties. Unninet has organised several feminist events, with an emphasis on exposing 
women’s alienation in everyday lives. Notably, to assert women’s right to walk at 
night without threat of violence Unninet and eight other women’s organisations 
Ú×ÖÕÚÖÙÌËɯ/ÙÖÛÌÚÛɯÐÕɯ,ÖÖÕÓÐÎÏÛɯȹÚÐÔÐÓÈÙɯÛÖɯɁ3ÈÒÌɯ!ÈÊÒɯÛÏÌɯ-ÐÎÏÛɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ42ȺɯÐÕɯ
Seoul. The women not only protested directives from Korean police bureaus, 
but also the sexism embodied in restraints on women’s daily activities. They also 
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challenged news coverage minimising the impact and extent of sexual violence. 
3ÏÐÚɯƖƔƔƘɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÈɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÍÌÚÛÐÝÈÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÞÈÚɯÌß×ÈÕËÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÈÕɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯ
ÕÈÛÐÖÕÞÐËÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛȰɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƔƙɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÞÈÚɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÌËɯÉàɯƕƝɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ
including Unninetȭɯ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÐÚɯɁ2ÐÚÛÖÜÙȮɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌÚɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÛÙÈÝÌÓȮɯ
ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯ ÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÎÜÈÉÓàɯÞÖÔÌÕɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÌÕÑÖàɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÍÙÌÌËÖÔɯÖÍɯ
ÛÙÈÝÌÓȭɯ(ÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕȮɯÈŜÌÙɯÈɯƕƚɯËÈàɯÖÕÓÐÕÌɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƗɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÈÓÓɯ
Unninet subscribers, subscribers accepted a two-tier system. Those in the Didim 
(the word refers to the basement) category pay nothing to use Unninet services but 
they cannot create their own “Room of my own” or communities nor can they can 
upload their personal stories. The DotumɯÊÈÛÌÎÖÙàɯ×ÈàɯȜƗƔɯÈɯàÌÈÙɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÎÜÈÙÈÕÛÌÌËɯ
ÍÜÓÓɯ×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌÚɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚȭɯ.ÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÈÓɯ×ÈàÔÌÕÛɯÚàÚÛÌÔȮɯ9ÖÌɯÙÌÊÈÓÓÚȯɯɁ(Ûɯ
was very huge risk. But subscribers know UnninetɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÙÖŗÛɪÖÙÐÌÕÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯ
ÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÉÜÙËÌÕȭɯ,ÖÙÌÖÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÌàɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ
personal places.”
3ÏÐÚɯÕÌÞɪÍÖÜÕËɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ ÚÛÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÈÓÓÖÞÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÞÖɯ ÍÜÓÓɪÛÐÔÌɯ×ÈÐËɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ

coordinators. Unninet continues to experiment, especially with new menus that 
promote subscribers’ political participation. For example, it posts petitions on 
ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÐÚÚÜÌÚȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ×ÜÕÐÚÏÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÚÌßÜÈÓɯÈÚÚÈÜÓÛÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÕÈÜÎÜÙÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÈÙÒɯÍÖÙɯ
Knowledge Exchange” to stimulate exchange of practical information and advice. 
3ÏÌɯ/ÈÙÒɀÚɯÌßÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÈÙÊÏÐÛÌÊÛÜÙÌɯÓÖÖÒÚɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ*ÖÙÌÈÕɯ×ÖÙÛÈÓÚȭ14 But its 
approach is distinctive: it enables women to consult with one another about critical 
ÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÕÍÙÖÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯËÈÐÓàɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÙÈÕÎÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ
private sphere (from sexual relationships to recipes) to academic and political ones 
ȹÌȭÎȭɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËÙÖÊÌÕÛÙÐÚÔȮɯÜÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛÐÌÚɯÖřÌÙÐÕÎɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
study). Many women respond with answers explicitly based on their experiences 
ÈÕËɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌȭɯ.ÛÏÌÙÚȮɯÜÕÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÊÖÕÊÙÌÛÌɯÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚɯÚàÔ×ÈÛÏàɯ
or recount similar experiences. 

These structural changes enabled Unninet to return to publishing a new cover 
story each month. Moreover, other sections, such as feminist (and anti-feminist) 
ÕÌÞÚȮɯÈÙÌɯÍÙÌØÜÌÕÛÓàɯÜ×ËÈÛÌËȭɯ ɯÕÌÞɯÐÛÌÔɯɁ ÊÛÐÖÕɯ-ÖÞɂɪɪËÌÝÖÛÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÊÙÌÛÌɯÈÕËɯ
useful suggestions for enacting feminist practices in everyday lives--encourages 
readers to engage in feminist activity. Thus, without losing its intimate writing style 
ÈÕËɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯÈ××ÙÖÈÊÏɯÛÖɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÚȮɯÛÏÌɯáÐÕÌɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÚÌÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÐÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÌß×ÓÐÊÐÛȭɯ
 Úɯ3ÈÉÓÌɯƖɯÚÏÖÞÚȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯƖƔƔƖȮɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÊÖÝÌÙɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯËÌÝÖÛÌËɯÛÖɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ
theory has increased slightly. Although the webzine is now a relatively minor part 
ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ-&.ɀÚɯ ÓÈÙÎÌÙɯÌÕÛÌÙ×ÙÐÚÌȮɯ ÈÚɯ9ÖÌɯ ÚÈàÚȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔÌËɯáÐÕÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯ
ÍÖÙÜÔȮɯɁÔÈ××ÐÕÎɂɯËÐÝÌÙÚÌɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÚ×ÌÊÛÐÝÌÚɯÖÕɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÝÌÙÚÐÈÓɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛÚȭɯ(Ûɯ
ÚÌÛÚɯÖÜÛɯÈÕɯÈÎÌÕËÈɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÙÖÝÖÒÌÚɯÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚɤÚÛÈřɯËÌÉÈÛÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯ
such as bulletin boards and “communities.” In short, given subscribers’ vigorous 
participation in its reconstruction, Unninet not only survived but also embarked 
on new challenges. 

Discussion
These feminist webzines turn out to be remarkably similar to other feminist 

media. They articulate and experiment with alternative versions of womanhood 
ÈÕËɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÛÐÌÚɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÞÖÔÌÕȮɯØÜÐÓÛÐÕÎɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÞÐÚÌɯÜÕËÌÙɪÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ
voices of ordinary women and enhancing a sense of connectivity and interaction. 
&ÐÝÌÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯÏÖÙÐáÖÕÛÈÓɯÈÕËɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÛÏÌàɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯ
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ÈÜËÐÌÕÊÌɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÓÌÈÙÕÐÕÎȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÔÌËÐÈɯÚÒÐÓÓÚȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ
ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàȮɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯÈÕËÙÖÊÌÕÛÙÐÊɯȹÐÍɯÕÖÛɯÔÐÚÖÎàÕÐÚÛȺɯ×ÌÙÐÖËɯ
of the Internet, which ignored women’s ordinary lives and silenced feminist cri-
ÛÐØÜÌȭɯ%ÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌÚɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÖɯÉÜÐÓËɯÈɯÝÐÙÛÜÈÓɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓÓàɯ
sophisticated and politicised but also comfortable and familiar. This suggests the 
×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÖÍɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÌÕÛÏÜÚÐÈÚÛÐÊɯÞÖÔÌÕɯÞÏÖɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÈřÖÙËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯÊÖÕ-
ÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÔÌËÐÈɯȹÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ×ÙÐÕÛȺȮɯÌÝÌÕɯÖÕɯÈɯÕÖÕɪ×ÙÖŗÛɯÉÈÚÐÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛȮɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ
apparently sustain feminist activities, regardless of individuals’ social/physical 
ÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÏÖ×ÌɯɁÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɯÊÈÕɯÑÖÐÕɯÐÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚȮɂɯÈÚɯ9ÖáÌɯȹÜÚÐÕÎɯ
her penname) put it in Unninet’s ,ÈÙÊÏȮɯƖƔƔƙɯÐÚÚÜÌȭɯ(Õɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙȮɯUnninet’s struc-
tural reorganisation stabilised its activities, and enabled greater involvement in 
the women’s movement. By providing an enlarged sphere – a public sphere – for 
sharing experiences and connecting, Unninet became a feminist village simultane-
ously expansive and intimate. 
3ÏÌÚÌɯÌßÈÔ×ÓÌÚɯ×ÖÞÌÙÍÜÓÓàɯÊÖÕÛÙÈËÐÊÛɯ2ÛÙÌÊÒɀÚɯȹƕƝƝƜȮɯƘƚȰɯÚÌÌɯÈÓÚÖɯ&ÈÙÕÏÈÔɯƕƝƝƖȺɯ

ÊÓÈÐÔɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÛÏÌɯÊÙÜÊÐÈÓɯŘÈÞɯÖÍɯÊàÉÌÙÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÌÓÌÝÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÈÉÖÝÌɯ
all others, and all but eliminates the responsibility to listen.” These zines power-
fully promote a sense of community, such that members feel part of a collective 
that listens and learns from the whole, feel bound to one another, with mutual re-
sponsibilities and reciprocal duties. The zines give participants the chance to share 
their experiences with empathetic others, to master and apply technical skills, and 
promote feminist knowledge. These interactions are potentially all deeply satisfying 
ÈÛɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯÈÕËɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÓÌÝÌÓȮɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓɯÌØÜÈÓÓàɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÐÕɯ
some lasting way. Moreover, the zines show that feminist Internet sites can avoid 
ÊÖÔÔÖËÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ2ÏÈËÌɯȹƖƔƔƘȺɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÏÖÞɯÊÜŲÐÕÎɪÌËÎÌɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɯÊÖÔ-
ÔÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯËÐÓÜÛÌËȮɯ×ÈÊÒÈÎÌËɯÈÕËɯɁÛÙÈÕÚÔÖÎÙÐŗÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÍÌÔÈÓÌɪÖÙÐÌÕÛÌËɯ
Ú×ÈÊÌÚɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÌÔ×ÖÞÌÙÔÌÕÛɯÐÚɯÖŜÌÕɯÌØÜÈÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÊÖÕÚÜÔÌÙɯÚÖÝÌÙÌÐÎÕÛàȭɂɯ!ÜÛȮɯÈÚɯ
Dalara and Unninet ÚÏÖÞȮɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÌËȭɯ.ÕÓÐÕÌɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÊÈÕɯ
ÚÜÙÝÐÝÌɯɬɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌɯ×ÙÖŗÛȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËɯÖÍɯ×ÙÖŗÛȮɯÈÚɯ
ÚÖÔÌɯÊÙÐÛÐÊÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËȭɯ1ÈÛÏÌÙȮɯÐÛɯÚÌÌÔÚȮɯÙÌÚÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÊÖÔÔÖËÐŗÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÊÖÔ-
ÔÖËÐÍàÐÕÎɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÌÚɯÐÚɯÐÕÏÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯÈÛɯÖËËÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÙÖŗÛȭƕƙ
.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÏÈÕËȮɯDalara and Unninet did not escape completely the longstand-

ÐÕÎɯÓÐÔÐÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÐÔ×ÖÚÌËɯÖÕɯÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÔÌËÐÈȭɯ3ÏÌÐÙɯËÐŚÊÜÓÛÐÌÚɯÚÏÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ
new technology does not solve the problems inherent in volunteer-run activist 
organisations – and face some new problems, including dealing with the technol-
ogy itself. As the cessation of Dalara demonstrates, the advantage of the Internet in 
bringing together people who share neither temporal nor spatial co-presence also 
ÔÌÈÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÉÖÕËÚɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÈŲÌÕÜÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÍÙÈÊÛÜÙÌȭɯ3ÐÔÌɯÈÕËɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯ
remain crucially limited resources, even for online feminists. Unninet’ÚɯÍÙÌØÜÌÕÛɯ
ÙÌÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈɯÍÜÓÓɪÛÐÔÌɯÚÛÈřȭɯ,ÖÕÌàɯÙÌÔÈÐÕÚɯÌÝÌÕɯ
more intractable. Despite the Internet’s relatively low production costs, even simple 
ÞÌÉÚÐÛÌÚɯ ÊÖÚÛɯÔÖÕÌàȰɯ ÐÕÕÖÝÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÐÎÕɯÈÙÌɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯ ÊÖÚÛÓàȭɯ
$ÝÌÕɯÔÖÙÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÈÛÐÊÈÓÓàȮɯÛÖɯÚÌÊÜÙÌɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÔÐÕÐÔÈÓɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛȮɯ
Unninet’s pricing structures now further divides haves and have-nots.16

Unninet’s solutions to its various crises suggest one crucial condition for survival 
of feminist online media: integrating feminist community empowerment into the 
websites’ architecture. Dalara’s content was generated mainly by the collective, 
and its readers could only publicly express their voices in bulletin boards, which 
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perhaps made them reluctant to tell their stories. In contrast, Unninet has provided 
its subscribers with near-private spaces, an important asset for women’s achieve-
ment, as Woolf famously argued. These personal as well as public spaces mean 
that users feel freer to build spaces of caring and connection. In turn, Unninet’s 
subscribers provided the technical competence and resources crucial to sustaining 
ÛÏÌɯÞÌÉáÐÕÌȮɯÌÝÌÕɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÐÛÚɯ×ÌÙÐÖËɯÖÍɯÊÙÐÚÐÚȭɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÏÈÕËȮɯÈɯÏÌÈÓÛÏàɯÚÌÕÚÌɯ
ÖÍɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛÈÙÐÈÕɯÐÔ×ÜÓÚÌȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàȮɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÜŚÊÐÌÕÛɯ
to maintain feminist webzines. To expand and to continue experimenting, feminist 
áÐÕÌÚɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌɯÐÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕÈÓÐÚÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÐÕɯÛÜÙÕɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÚÛÈÉÓÌɯÞÖÙÒÌÙÚɯÈÕËɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯ
ÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚȮɯÌřÌÊÛÐÝÌɯáÐÕÌÚɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌɯÚÜŚÊÐÌÕÛɯŗÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÈɯ
ÛÌÊÏÕÐÊÈÓÓàɯÚÖ×ÏÐÚÛÐÊÈÛÌËɯÚÛÈřɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÊÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÙÖÚÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚȭɯ
,ÖÙÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÐÕÛȮɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÙÕÌÛɀÚɯŘÌßÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÌÈÚàɯÈÊÊÌÚÚɯ×ÙÌËÐÊÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÈÕàɯ

sites will inevitably come and go. Feminist zines are here to stay, but no particu-
ÓÈÙɯÚÐÛÌɯÐÚɯÓÐÒÌÓàɯÛÖɯÌÕÑÖàɯÓÖÕÎÌÝÐÛàȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÊÌÈÕɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÙɪ×ÙÖÓÐÍÌÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÝÖÐÊÌÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ
Internet, many of which co-opt feminist voices, suggests that if feminists are to 
ÞÖÙÒɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÛÖɯÍÖÙÔɯÈɯÔÜÛÜÈÓÓàɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÐÝÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÚÛɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÖÕɯÈÕËɯÖśÐÕÌȮɯ
this short-lived nature of webzines will be problematic. That is, sustaining and 
expanding online feminist media and bringing activists “into communication” are 
ÝÐÛÈÓɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɀÚɯÚÖÊÐÈÓɯÈÕËɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛȭɯ"Öɪ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ
important for strengthening community bonds among feminists, especially (but 
ÕÖÛɯÜÕÐØÜÌÓàȺɯÐÕɯ*ÖÙÌÈȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÐÛÚɯÚÏÖÙÛÌÙɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÈÕɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÌËɯÍÌÔÐÕÐÚÛɯÔÖÝÌÔÌÕÛɯ
and a long history of subordinating women’s interests to other political agendas. 
UnninetɀÚɯ ÙÌÊÌÕÛɯÖśÐÕÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯ ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯ ÛÏÌɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÈÛɯ ÓÌÈÚÛɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÈÓÓàɯ
bringing together activists in the real world. 
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Notes:
1. These are translations and transliterations from Korean; various alternative spellings are arguably 
possible. �Unninet� may also be translated as �Unnine,� (literally means older sister�s home�) so the 
zine�s name is essentially �Sisters� Village.� Dalara Talsepo refers to itself, for short, as �Daltal, � meaning 
Daughters of the Moon.

2. Interviews were conducted in Korean; quotations from interviews and webzine articles represent 
the authors� translations, as do citations to scholarship published in Korea.

3. One exception is Yoo�s (2002) comparison of mainstream coverage of a campaign for tax-
exemption of sanitary napkins to that in Women�s News. The paucity of academic work on Korean 
feminist or alternative media compels reliance on US and European research; but we argue that this 
body of scholarship is highly relevant in explaining the role of feminist media.

4. As Shade (2002) notes, strategies for this commodi�cation include playing on, and evacuating, 
the notion that women deserve their own space. For example, Microsoft promoted its chatroom for 
women in a Vanity Fair ad (April 1997) asserting, �The Microsoft Network thinks Virginia Woolf was 
right: WOMEN need a room of their own.�

5. Chamsesang Plaza, which now operates on Jinbonet, is a board for discussing a range of issues. 
Jinbonet, which hosted Dalara, began in late 1998 as an activist independent organization as well 
as a center providing computer communication services for Korean activist and non-governmental 
organizations. In 1997 several labour and trade union activists held the �rst international 
labor-media conference in Seoul (Korean Progressive Network Jinbonet). After meetings with 




