CLAIMING FEMINIST
SPACE IN KOREAN
CYBERTERRITORY

Abstract

This paper analyses two Korean feminist webzines.

We use the two cases to investigate the conditions under
which feminist online media can survive, express alterna-
tive and feminist voices, and build a feminist community.
The research is based on interviews with people involved
in the zines production, and on qualitative and quantita-
tive analyses of the zines contents, with particular atten-
tion to spaces provided for audience interactions. We
conclude that Dalara and Unninet play a signi cant role

in enlarging the meaningful space for women in virtual
world and helping to build a womens network that is both
technologically sophisticated and politicized but also com-
fortable and familiar. Readers apparently feel bound to one
another, with mutual responsibilities and reciprocal duties.
But Dalara and Unninet did not escape the constraints
imposed on traditional womens alternative media. Time,
energy, and money always limited resources remain
intractable issues even for online communities.
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Introduction

Women have long tried to use emerging forms of media to communicate and
OUTTWRT Wb TueOTIOROETEuOOT00I0u OUOKOULOT PUET rOROOUEOELUTOITET i Op-
tions, and form a cohesive community. The Internet is an increasingly important
medium for creating and supporting a feminist public sphere, or, more properly,
multiple public counter-spheres. Yet, feminists’ cyberspace work is still understud-
ied, particularly regarding activity generated outside the US and/or not in English.
This paper focuses on Korean feminist webzines as venues for social-political
advocacy and activity and, at the same time, as mechanisms for nurturing a sense
of solidarity and sisterhood among feminists. Since Korean sites speak to the po-
tential generally for sustaining distinct cyber-cultures, they provide the platform
by which to understand the Internet’s potential for feminists, particularly in places
PATOUNENOO TUTB000UauO 11T OpOAUIO 1 EdEaI#UOEOOE TughyNNAGAAET rOTULaDO 1000 T
the printed fanzines that preceded them, as “non-commercial, non-professional,
small circulation magazines” which their creators produce and self-distribute,
in this case, through the Internet. Following Duncombe’s distinction, feminist
zines are political, as opposed to “perzines” (i.e. highly personal expression of an
individual), although feminist zines, including the two analyzed here, typically
incorporate a personal dimension. Famously understanding that “the personal is
the political,” feminists have created media forms that tie personal experiences to
structural principles, illustrating how personal problems transcend the individual.
Just as Internet interactivity blurs the distinction between producers and audiences
D YOOuYY10u**OUOE U 1YYHu (OutNNNIL/EUO Y YhiAtuadOT U0 TulTTUTuUXEOUITTUERYDE Ty
between information-oriented sites and bulletin board systems or chatrooms. With
ITTTUO PO TUERFUROOUEOEIx Ox UOERI2uO T T Tu(OUTUOT 1nOu* OUTEWROE Tul T TuODE TNNY U
p*EOTulYYY0uRuia0 01U TEY TWEXDEOETEOO TuYSTOUOUUURIT Ui OWEUTUOENRY TiEE YOEEE 26

U T1 OG0 UETOOEUI UUTTTU0gUT Ty LOEURTUT &w 1YYhAN B TuEEQUEQEL UTOU0EEUUTU
feminist webzines in terms of how well they help build and sustain alternative or
counter-public spheres.

The two zines analyzed here are Dalara Talsepo, translated here as Moon World
EOEL " 10000 I#EUT TUT Ui Ty xvri#E0EUEGROEOIO T UMEOEWUNNINnet, translated as Sisters’
SH0ETTUEOEY —10POUCuTYxrtp P Pi4 0001 IEGIOU Inaugurated in 1998, Dalara
Talsepou PEUIT Tur 000 T OO TEAIOTuxUOEUET EwOui*OUTERWUNNInet has developed
EDFTUTO00TRIVENEQEL OUTEORUEIROOEN UIUUEIUUT UuUBOE TulUsDOET x(pO0uDOU 1YY Y0u (T80
plasticity allowed it to ride out several crises. Both were established by young
11O0UITUOU X U TEOROE T T TUOPEINYUNTEY TIETEOO 1DOEUTEURO TORUEBIREENOIO 10
domination (and even a kind of masculinist culture) in social movements. Until
then feminism was subsumed within political movements (such as the labour
OO0Y1O1000UOOYTOTOU10UUTUONrEEROOUITEMIEUTT0aw<UBYBT TTELITTuxUOENT Oy
OlEOEUEOORBENIOUE TOOEUERUEROOLOY TUITOUTUO OO TONEULOOPWITOBONIIIEUTY
determined to restructure relationships with other movements as “together yet
UTXEUE0T20*dOulYY 1063 T00i0 T PubEY Tu01ui 1O OubEOIUIOUEEIEGE TWUOMEE bl
with and autonomy from those once exclusively privileged movements. Having a
more diverse agenda, feminists focus on cultural issues and cultural explanations
for gender politics and raise issues of sexuality and identity politics in ordinary life
p*DOulYY 1S TTIWUOETUTUEEUEITWIUET G0Uub TOMT EWTo0O T PUbEY Tub TUTux EUREUIE0AY

EOOONYTEWIOITR* OO TulTTUTTOETUupOT@UERIDTUEOELx EIBEVETEWO x U0UTUOWESIT



class-based movements and student movements. Most of these young feminists,
including members of the collectives producing these two webzines, had been
OYOOYTERGWIVETOROOYTOTOINSTTUTAOUO T OpONIIUITEEIOO<UOTTUIROOEMOUUOR)-
ism experience or training. But they wanted to enact feminist principles, including
in content, especially with articles focusing on the sexual politics of women’s daily
lives, as UnninettOEE TEOTEUOLEOUEURENTIR L TRTEROOuOOWT Tu#TEEITUOYTU8OUOTY
%1 ODORUIU2usKYAE UNENUOBOOUTEOBUEROOUEEUT E1OOIT OIPAOOIEMENREQE TUMEITTUITESY
hierarchical structures.

The analysis is based on multiple and extensive interviews with two former
editors of Dalara gUROTu/TTO0OOBOTUOEO UK 20EPETUAANEOEN?" " TEETE?AEOELT Ty
former chief executive for Unninet 29012AuEsIOUOEIOTUEOEURINEERY TUOTOET U
@UEORIERY TEOEBUERIENY TEOEAUTUOIITTEOOITOUEOENUIOEEMEOEUO T10IUEDEL
news coverage of these two sites. Interviews took place (in person and through

contents of each webzine and the audience feedback were explored to see which
UUEMEIO T T T T TU1EECEMOPUWT 114001 UgEUTEIOUUBOITUXUTITEOUTEOUPOOED-
hood and interacted with audiences. This triangulation enables analysis of each
webzines’ organisation, practices and social relations. The comparison of the two
OF 100 TTEEWRUIOWUOE TUUIEOENO TEOI T TTEOOENROOUUOE T U TOETui T OBORIO 1 EDEL
EEOWOU0YBY TuEOEUTY 101 RXEQELITTOUBORUTOETEOEWIT Tu(OUTUOT I uxOUTOURENTOUEU-
ticulating otherwise silenced voices, reinforcing women’s solidarity, and sustaining
feminist activism.

Feminist Alternative Media

STTOEITUNNYUUE PUUEXDENTUOP I TupOui T Op0RUIux 1DOUO TEREWON™ OUTENUUETUEUIIF,
established by and for feminist scholars and professionals, and Women’s News,
which is widely regarded as the leading alternative voice for Korean women.
Nonetheless, Korean (and most non-Western) women'’s alternative media and their
DOXOUECETWOUTTuPOOTOOOYTOTOWTEY TUEYUEEIT EutYOTu0IUE 203 TTuOBETNNY U
emergence of cyberspace inspired some interest in alternative media in general (see
*DOu YY1 *EOTulYYYu/EUOu Iy Ykl 3D0u ,  wlTTUTUWEEEUTUUTEWENxEVREUOEUEDX TED
OIWTTWEOT*OUTEOIP TE&OT Ui TWIUE S " TE Tupl Y YhKEOOEOUE 1 EWTENWDalara Talsepo
0002w < EUI0auUTHTEOT Evx EOUDEVETEQEOEVOEET Oy YEQU TULEOEL TEDIT Eu0uxUTY 1Ol 00RO Ty
UTRUEN TEVEUUO 10060200 Tupl Y LA TOUOELITENUTOITEOOTTUIRNOOEN PO TuO0N Unninet
helps women recover from trauma. In Korea, it is worth noting, women active in
alternative media production have shared a commitment to undoing patriarchy.
3TTUTIOUT0*OUTEOuPOOTOWETUOERY TuO TEDELEEOUE WET rOTELEULTTOB0BUIO TEDEN
3TTawEUTuxUOEUET EuUx 1EDyrEEN2WI0EVREVIEITuEOTUOEDY TuEOOET x(BOOUOTu POOT O
lives and to sustain and promote women'’s political, social and cultural goals.

Because various women’s movements have been marginalised, if not excluded
by mainstream media, women have experimented with their own media to articu-
OEITOUTTUPBUTIOOUX 00T OWIOWT UEOEWOE UROEWOREERIAEOOOTUPOOTOw" " TEQETUI
201001 0uBw601 OO Tul YYKA20T00 TUs Y YKo T G0 TEPELOSTOMENTOUT TOOUEIPEAUL
commit themselves to non-hierarchical and democratic organisation. They have
(0BT Eu00uOx 10uUXEETUui0uITTUEUEDTOETUEU P T00:EUL00uxUOOOITUIT TuUTEE TUUI0uI0A0u0L
their production, regardless of their levels of training or professional experiences
OuOENOUINTEOLOTEDELD ., BUETT00u 1Y YY0u201001 UuhyNN 145u%1 O0pUI O TEDELEUTulaxDEEN Ay
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UOENUEENT0IOO001xUO r INEOEUTHT T0auUOE 1UEExBIERUTER$Ux 1 EDEQAUTOYTOWTYTUTUIED-
OOOBEIEOOUIVERGIULUUETLT Rx TUOTOINOSTOWUUYDY Tu0O0&ui OULITOUx TUBOE Uiy

Some criticisms of alternative media — for example, its marginal position in the
market and its failure to reach larger audiences — certainly also apply to feminist
media. For example, critics bemoan alternative organisations’ amateurish writing,
0EEOuOTu00O TIUEOTTUEUUROT U0 UIUEIT ToT Uy EOEL r OEOEDENW x0EOOIO T EOELNOT SERT OFau
EEUUTEuEALEONTENRY TuEOETOUAOOIEWOUTEOBUEROOunED T EudOr  YOOURNNNGL = EOHIIO0L
1YYYAu%1 00RO TP UXEX TULEOEIOETEAOT U TEY TuETTOUEURRERUT Eu IOUITTOWETOUTY
PUBOTIEOEROEYTOBOOWOETUITTREMEOEE T TOMOULTTOUWTTUUEOWNUx x0arrO100EW
ETOEGIENT2u6 DOUTD>uNUAA" *OOY TUUT0206EUUTO0 I NNUATTOUT TTUOEOENAURIIOTIMS.
the long-running “mouthpiece” of popular feminism in the US, underscored the
tensions in the complex relationship between feminist media and market forces.
Farrell saw Ms.uEUEIEOUUU (i TAEWEN EIPEAN rIO0an 10O TUTTEOIEIEOO O TUENEN
mass media matrix” (p. 9).

The critical importance of alternative media in sustaining alternative public
UxTTUTOEEUTEuOOUETUOERY TuYEOUTUip  YOOURNNN 1YY 1 OU0EUaw 1YY Hi£O B OpO 0L
1YY+Hu#O P OO T %OUEN &00w Su 20100 1yYhl = EOBIO0u 1YY Yl LOERTUT &u 1y Yhu TT0x Uy
explain feminists’ concern to develop their own media outlets. Notably, these
researchers argue that alternative media should be understood not through their
static products (and certainly not in terms of adherence to mainstream practices)
but in terms of their distinctive practices, organisational cultures and social rela-
(IPOOURSTUULET rOalpOOUESEIEUUTIUO 10O TON0NIO TERENESITUTRUIOUWEENAWEOE
DOWTTBUEOOUT O x OUEU2uBOEEUOEROOUNITOUIELE TuTUOUOE T EWOOUNOWT T80uix U0 r UEERRI0
audience size, or longevity, but whether they manage to operate according to the
values and principles they articulate, and whether they help produce oppositional
visions that empower women as individuals and, more importantly, as a productive
EOOOUON&A-OxUOr IEEOTECEM YTOWTOUIZOY 1Eu 1O RX TROTOIITTUTIOUTOEUTY
not necessarily failures.

The Potential of Feminist Internet Sites

“Virtually” anyone who can access the Internet can communicate with audiences
across space, thereby allowing for diverse forms of communication that, in some
feminist activists use the Internet to empower themselves and to communicate with
converts as well as potential converts, since outsiders — surfers — are much more
(00 102ulOur Ol 1ODOMUUBIT U TEOW T TWUEEIROOENWI T OO0 OUOUa* * OO EUT EwOuOI T TUL
media formats, the Internet allows for relatively low production and distribution
costs, thereby helping activist web producers avoid control by market forces (At-
platform for oppositional groups to communicate with (or among) their audiences
and to come together for political work, blurring the “entrenched division of labour
E10PT10uxUOEUETUWEOEVEUERT OE T-2up" " OUOE V2w IYYHUKKEW/T0x0Tu P TOIEEOOOWEOO Ty
together in the same physical space — or even at the same time — can thus collaborate
DOUTOOEENENREOETUWEOELOTIPOUOBO Tup ™ EVEOUINNYYY i

Technological optimism may still be exaggerated, however. For alternative
voices, the Internet has considerable barriers, all highly relevant to the zines con-
sidered here. Technical literacy and language itself are both under-appreciated



and unacknowledged barriers to “global” communication, so access remains a
xUOENT OulplTUEAUEOEur TOUEDDY 10&0 - (T TU0TUROUUEOP OUE TUNOEIUE TW T LT TTUYOO-
UOTOIUYTUECETNEOUOERO TIUEOIRIaU0 EOOITOUITEWOEauT RETTEEOEU RTEUUNLE
EUERTOETuTOTUTanEOELEYT0IO0u#0 OO Tu 1YY TUETOTOIEROOIEO OO T x UEREUY
10a0IO0T00OOINNHAUEOEW T TUEEDRI2u0TUD 100rOUTEGRUTEEOOUTUYERY TiTUOUx UOEYEEQ
ECELOYTUPTT0Ou OO0 TR*UTUBOOW YOO 1YY 1Ai LTUTEVETWOUT TT000i0TEN OFOTY
EOOIOEOETUEOOIOUT UiOuxOETUTUEAETUUXEE Tun& UUECuIYYhU3UEY TULlYYHUENTOUT T
women regard zines as a highly plastic forum for raising women'’s issues (includ-
DO TUUTRUEMIAABOxOUREITLIOUEUEUUTOUT B TTUTug *UTUUT 0 & UOOUECEL Y EOO Tu 1YYl
A larger problem is digital capitalism, privatisation, and the corporate targeting
of women in particular as commercial market.s ((TOUTTUO001xU0rlub1EWRITUEEDY
survive, Internet sites for women, and especially teenaged girls, can be and increas-
DO T0AEUTUEOIOXUTEIEAUEOUxOUEITUETTOEEUR2 TEE Tupl YYKAUTOPUTOPWTRUTEX x101Ey
(0uTTORORIILOOROTUEOO OUONRT UUUETUEWIT Ty UUIUEREIEEUT Eu& 1 TOTOUGE TUEIDET Ey
EOUT Tub OUOEUurr VU0 T OpORUGADO TEOELO TEREIX OUIEMEEOUIR OO TOMTETOOIO TAEOE
EAETURTT00A0TU40u000TPB0Tu6 OOTOEOOUTOTUTTELrUUlbOuNNHENE OOTO6 (1%
(Worldwide Information Resources & Exchange) with the best of activist intentions
but then merged with other corporate entities. So, cyberspace does not automati-
cally liberate the dispossessed.

80U TUuplYYKA TR*0OUEROO OTu PEOOIROUblaw EOEWERUEOOROUNIa2uETIPTTON0TPU
contexts and old problems in feminism is highly relevant to women’s political cy-
beractivity. Having assumed neither a utopian nor a dystopian view of technology
or cyberfeminism, we cannot assume that alternative Internet sites always carve
out spaces for feminism and feminists or that women'’s online activity constitutes
agency. Rather, we must study when and under what conditions feminist media
can support activist networks in telling counter-narratives and in contesting pa-
triarchy and power structures.

The Emergence of Feminist Webzines in Korea

111000 TudOu T Tu ODETRNNY U *OUTEN TR> TUDTOETEuUEXDEL (OUTUOT I EDITUUNOOM

U00x0pUpO 10O TOEOEUP OO 1 OUEOLOOUUUTRIENT@UERUEIT UuOUBOu=UTENUT 02l TTWED T
PEAULPOOTOMEYTWETTIEETTIOEIOTOEAE X xUORIOE(T 02ulTOwx TUETOligUT Tu3EE( Tl
perhaps because of the lack of websites — whether progressive or market-oriented
— for women. Moreover, while computer-mediated communication is now the
primary means of communication for progressive movement groups, traditional
male-oriented styles that dominate social movements in Korea generally (Moon
1YY TATEY TuOTEs pOOTOuxOIBEEWETTOEaubOuEAE TUUXEETaW?" "TEQUTUEOT0?* the
model bulletin board service of progressive Internet-based movements in Korea,
carried no articles about women on its public forum until 1997. Between 1997
EOEuYYHOO0auHEURENT OURO K HETENPN TUPOOTOMTRTEROTI*OUTEQIEERD YUz
tendency to privilege the labour movement as responsible for reform, over these
Al EUUAHEUDREOTWE TEO P TWEEO UL Oul Y YHuK ukdy
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Table 1: Percentage of Men and Women'’s Use of the Internet in Korea

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Male 35 37 10.6 172 216 451 63.2 66.2 717 744
Female 05 14 4.8 77 87 28.8 50 536 592 62

Source: National Computerization Agency (www.nca.or.kr)

With the dramatic surge in Internet use starting in late 1999, the number of
female users has grown rapidly, as has the number of commercial websites target-
00 Tu*OUTECUPOO10w800ul Y YAl = OB TYTULITR0UT ITUCWIGWURIT UE T EDEE(T EwlOuEUTHOOW
beauty, food and child rearing, namely, the sphere(s) traditionally assigned to
POOTONITTUTRITUWEEEUTUN BOOT01EWESOUUOTINg*dOuSu)OTu 1YY 1YY " TETy
1y Yy — OUEE0UTUTEVETudOu 1YY luiOUOELITEN*OUTEOuPOOT0ulTOELIGuUITu(OITUOT Uy
10UUTOX O TYUTUTUYEROOUEOE OUTUIEIOOTOUUITEVTEROONETEYDO TEOEWOEIERUDO TOL
EOEWI0EaDOTOO T Ol OEWIOWUUTu(OUTUOT i OUOTOUOERO O™ OUT Eu— 10POUOW(OTOUOE-
(pOGu" " 100 Tub I PIOBEIOEOUAL2 UE TWIUUY TAUEEIELTOPTYTUENIOEEOOO PITETILTOPY
ITTUTXEYTUOUEITEOOUIVUENT EEOEM OTOUET B OECAEEUTOR TTUTTULRIT W TUTOTEON
IOETuxUOTUTOURY TiOUEOO O TUEDEL(OUTUOT (> TEUDIT UdObIBE O FTUTEwB0TuUxEETui Ol
feminism. Young feminist groups in particular therefore sought spaces where they
could speak out and be heard. Dalara was a trigger, simultaneously providing and
calling for spaces in which women, again, especially young women, could speak

in their own voices.

Dalara Talsepo (Moon World and Cells of Daughters)

Dalara Talsepoup , 00016 OQUOELEOEL""1000i0Tu#EUT TUTUUABDEUEERDY TuyNNUOOu 1YY 1
Dalara was produced monthly by a feminist collective that emerged out of the
OUTEGRUTEsPOOTOUIUETOLOOYTOT00ROWT TWOPETWNNY U TEIEWUUT TTUITEEEOY 10
EQUp@UTETTUTTOE TUixORIRENOIITTWUIVETOWOOYTO10WOIT Y TUAEEauxUEERETUM3 T Ty
YOOUOUTTO0uOuIT TP TEAO TWEGNTERY TuEYTOETEVEDFTUTOUODY TUURIRT U EUIWEEO Tul0y
know one another through various feminist political activities and underground
media. They wanted to continue their feminist activity, that is, even while they
were beginning careers or graduate school. Nine women and, for a while, one male
feminist took initial responsibility for producing Dalara.

**OOURUIT Ol Tur OERO TUIE A" * UUUE Cup 1Y YHUWEOEL = EVEUxupl Y+ T T0OPUEOUINOT
entry and production were important advantages of the web. (Similarly, some femi-
nists at Seoul National University started publishing a bimonthly zine Jouissance in
1YY LEUGEATTWTRUEBIUU TWPBIET T EWGEI TEmP B BIIOUIIUECETEEIT IKEEOOMIOUOEN
to save money.) Dalara’s members initially planned a printed magazine but then
UTEGRUTEWI TR0 OUIELEOUN TET TUDOTIENOUETH - OTuiOUOTUnTERIOUUEDEW?6 BUTulT Ty
TEOOOOPEENRURUBO*OUTEBONNALLD TEOUOE OAWEEOO T TTEOUIO T UOEUEROOA&AY 10!
other changes during the preparation period, such as the departure of members,
we decided to launch a webzine instead.”

6 TETTOUROTEOUIBKYIERTE . (TTUIR>TOUTUROEIUETEEEUADO TWOENITDSUUUU-
ally a coupon for a book) for people who agreed to be interviewed for a feature
UIOUAEQEU RxTOUTUIOUUTxOURO TIECELO TTROTURSOO TT000ur OEOEPEWOTTEUNDalara
x(DOERIAETx T0ETEIOOOTOETIUTIXEUTUOIBNYIEIOO0ITin3 TRUEOOUOIPOUIEOO



ETWOUUUENIDOOUTENP TTUTEERYAUINOS 10uxEaul @URYENTOUEUTUIOOOOITOYTUOOTOIEN
EQEWOEEAOOYTOT0UOUTEONIEROOUR - TTUOEEEROOETYTOUTUBOEIUE TEEOOEROOUN
payments from news media for articles, and lecture fees (typically, on topics such
ElbOOTOEQEIEAETUUXEETOUP TEAIOTuxUOEUEROOK  STUNNNNUUTTUEONTERY TUTEEL
OOux TAREEWO SETUOUOT PUIOOOwEOEOOWT OlK(OUITEERO TOETUNTUUTORED 20X T (-
EUTEBOUELYBUIUENOT BUIOO OO0 18U TUIOOEMEOO x UTUUMLT TOUL" "4 &up* *00UT ExdUT Uy
&UOUx/° They met once a week in a public place, such as a café, to plan forthcom-
O TBO0UTUEOEWGEURINU TuxUTYDOUURIOUTURS T TAUEOUGUERUEUUUT EWYEROUUEURENT UEQEL
OUTTU<UOET OUIOOUTOU0TULEOOIROUOUALOOWT Tu** 4&H3TUlWDalara’s small-scale
organisation and minimal spending enabled it to survive for four years.

The Dalara collective was entirely self-managed. Members did most of the
writing. They designed, uploaded and promoted each issue. They expected to be
stymied by technical problems — given that typically women have less exposure
to take on nearly all production activities. Strawberry and another member, who
had studied web programming, normally took responsibility for the zine’s feminist
E100TOW STU0TEUONOTuP TEIETWTOEOEY = 3 , +O0uTTHOPONOITT WO TOETUIENOL
played part on posting on the webzine. According to Strawberry some technological
problems arose but the zine was not launched until everything was set. Nonethe-
less, she added, “everybody felt responsible for zine’s production so determined
to share the burden.”

Dalara continuously experimented in terms of texts, design, and production
practices. DalarasPEliP 1001000 0uiOUTOYDO TUTEETRUUU TUEWUOMUTUE TUBTOM  EEQUE-
ing to former editors, members thought seriously about every layout in order to
display the cover story, the issue’s core story, in feminist ways.” Initially, one person
BT RxTUR0TOu 1ELT ESRO TUPEUUTUxOOURETUIOUIT TWEAIOUU - OETWUEROTEWOITT Uy
members shared the responsibility. During its planning stage, the dummy edition
of Dalarat0001 ExOUE TR0 TiEx UBOUTEEUTEWOETEADO 10DIUE % xBEEROOIO I OUTUOTUITET -
introduced innovations exploiting the Internet. For example, for a story about
ITTOxOUIEQE TUEOEEURO Tu T F1EINOIETHO TuUOENENAulax TEEUINUTEETUUWEOUIELEREQL
collective also worked to enlarge spaces for audience participation. With its sixth
issue, Dalara ran a bulletin board at the end of each cover story as a prominent site
for audience responses. Strawberry said: “Sometimes, people post persuasive and
(TUORIE400OURT UuT R UTUURO TWUT TOUO P Oul Rx TURTOETUS T TUECOTERY TubEQUT EwlOUEEET x (i
and integrate them into the cover story.”

Most of the distinctive characteristics of Dalara’s organisation and practices ex-
plicitly derived from feminist principles. They sought to establish a non-hierarchical,
participatory organisation based on democratic production processes. Strawberry
said: “Everything was based on collective decision-making. Although an editor
TUGE(ROOEMaW TRAUITEN UTTuO00A xUTETELOYTU OT 100U EOENEOOUENOE(T Ey OEYTUN
UOETWEGHOUTUYRT P URSTO0WTUxOOUIENDIALUTES TEEOOUENIEODO TOIGEOOUE TUEROOL
TEENOTOETUUOUENOEU2utR 15243 TTEONTEWDY TIOEITENT EWOIEOEEUOx X 1EiTOOOUR Y EUE UL
a way of opposing all hierarchies, including those based on age, gender, and mili-
tary service. More importantly, all members used pen-names as a way “to express
newly created identities in cyberspace and to experiment with a feminist writing

—
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style,” as their book chapter explained (Dalara Talsepou 1YYhtGu3TTauE0UTU0TEulTEN
(TTUTP WO TW20T UpOEREENT EWTEWSTTaWT TEVETEWTEETUUENN @UENUEOEROEDEIC THEEN
relationship with them. But they also recognised that these unconventional styles
might exclude many male readers and even a few female readers (Dalara Talsepo
1y Yhu ' TEEDUTWIO TOETUUP 10EOO 1 Eux EUIREIXEIROOIEOELOEITUREMIUOOWTEE TUUNT T
granted access to anyone who wanted to meet with them (although, as one editor
UEDENOT Pux T0x0Tu0p0R0 TOWT 100ul EBIOUEAO TTIROTUOEATEY TWITEVETELTTIUEOO-
OUOEEROOWIANEURUIVEST T4 Oa0OTEOUIEEYTOET EDIOUEWROTTIOTUONUUTWT Ty
mailing list. Meanwhile, DalaraiEBUEEVE TE40TY TUEQIUEERROOENIOUUOERUIBEUNOUROT Uy
pOOUK = EYDOTU@UBEOOUEEEDEOOT EWTTUEOOE T x O ETEEMOTUMIT TUEONTERY TLETEDETEL
to upload cover stories whenever they were completed.
Table 2: Subjects in Dalara and Unninet (in percent of all articles)

Content Category Dalara Unninet Unninet
2000-2001 2002-2005
Body/Appearance/ Health 3.9 111 7.3
Cyberfeminism 9.2 3.7 6.7
Everyday life 39.9 296 20.7
Family/Marriage 6.6 6.8 73
Feminism theory 153 1.0 33
Feminist identity 151 31 6.1
Friendship 0 2.6 5.0
Hobby/Leisure 0 153 33
Housekeeping 3.0 0 39
Media/Culture 157 58 7.3
Mind/ Mental state 17 2.6 5.0
Money 0 2.6 0.5
Politics/ Policy /Law 417 74 79
Pregnancy/Abortion 3.0 8.9 0
Prostitution/Pornography 17 05 78
Sexual violence/Sexual harassment 5.7 3.7 7.9
Sexuality/Love 157 174 14.0
Education/Work Prospects 3.0 89 22
Womens Labour 35 111 7.9
Womens movement 9.6 74 157
Other 48 8.9 7.9
Total (articles) N =228 N =189 N =178

Securing Women’s Space on the Internet

The title “Dalara Talsepo™ hints at the collective’s intentions: “Dalara (Moon
6 OUEA2uUBTORIr 1UuPOO 10 POUEIEOE? Talsepoup” *T00ULOTu#EUT TUTUUA2u0aOEORUT Uy
the horizontal relationship between mothers and daughters, as opposed to the
TOTUEUETBEEQEOEIXEIRREUETEOUTOEROOUTEXWTERO TOETIUENNUOTEdaxdr TUIEITT 00!
relationships. The goal was to build a strong foundation for an egalitarian commu-
nity among women in both the real and virtual worlds, to create a feminist space
on the Internet that would be comfortable and would sustain real world feminist
activities. In order to knit together diverse strands of the women’s movement, it

OFTUTENVBUIUE<EETWOOEUETOWOUTEGRUEROOUNE TEIOHCORO TIOT PUPEY TUOITTIOOYT -



OT10WTUOUOETEMOWUTTuTY TUAEEau0RY TUOTUEEUTTUTUUG(0UuT Ox TERULOOurUUlzx 100000
“ordinary,” and dialogical modes of writing was intended to encourage informal,
participatory chat.

&DYTOUTTR0BCBREAEIIUO X (BOOWT TEVEDD Tub TOu Ol0aT Eul EVAEEETUUIOUT Tu(GUTUO (o
Dalarai OUOETU0M R TENTEul1 OETWIORYTU0RI2ulIUET GIUEOEROUOTIWOSETuUpOUOTUL
IOETUTTINOEIOEUENTOETH EEQUEDO TWOEOEUEDTOETIWUUY TAEEUIRT EOUIROMYYYIEOE
published in 8000 10O 10 YYYAE AT TEOCNTERY TWUOE TUTUEEUEITUEOEIPOUOTUNM Y14y
years old were indeed Dalara’s main readers. But while women readers outnum-
bered men, many more men were readers than expected. The survey found that
ITTLOEIOUIA0 PO 10U OUOENT TAUPEAOUT TuP TEAOTIOOW T TWIEOO O T0EEROOWOIL
EE@UEROIEOET BOUOUT T0u T OpG00ETEURIT U OEGOIUEUINO TOEIURY TEESTUURO Tix OUIEN
sites or because they had read articles by members published in other media.

Dalaragu 11O0OuETENA TOTUTTEuDOuBIUETORETuOTuIOXDEUS U 3EENTu luUTOPUN
OOUIEOOUTOUTUT PLOULOTEOOE TUOULITEWT TOETUROT@UERI0M OETEETEROIPOOTOU
everyday lives.? For example, one article complained that women in Korea experi-
ence rampant sexism and discrimination at alumni meetings, otherwise regarded
EUBOxOUIEOUY TOUT Ui OUEUOEDO TWUOEREAO 1P OUOURSTTUTuT FOUIUD TUTEUOUT YOETO
bOEGOUBUIT OUEY T OIOOWAEOOT OxOUEIAXOx UOEUEVUUTHA TYDT PUOIWOOEORELT01-
vision dramas underscored how mainstream popular culture reproduces gender
U0TUTO0ax 10 , TEOPTHOTUURT T002udY Tk cudiiDalara was devoted to sophisticated
TOMRUIITTOUEOEEEOUIITTWEO TuiOUi TOdORIIBETORIANOOTROTUBIOFTUT EIEEE-
demic papers or commentaries. As noted below, far more than Unninet, the Dalara
collective intended to introduce and popularise feminist theory.

STREOWTEDY T FOUIUOWUTEVUTEOE RXECEIPOO TOuxOEE T OUEAE TUUXEETUEIUOL
entailed trying to make women feel at ease on its site and to feel comfortable com-
OUOHEERO TubaITuOO EOOITTULS TOUE TEEO TuxUOENT OEREIESTUEEORIOOUO I TTEOD-
troversial governmental system that had awarded extra points to military veterans
DOUEOOxT10R0BY TuTREOBOEROOUIOUTOYTUIOOT0WIOEUNDalara’s coverage of this issue
xUOYOOT EsEUEUTUONEEUURY TIREOHO TuiUOOWUUx xOUITUO LI T TuSTUTUEOUuSRIUEL/GR0
System.® The collective — in vigorous debate with readers-- considered various ways
10uxUOUTENPOO TOWTEETUNIIOON? OEETOEYEEOU" *TEETEWEOOITTUIOUO TUs T EBIOUL
UTEEOOT ELEOOURE TUDO TiEWO THOUAUIT O ¥ Uil T@UBUT UOOO UE Tix TUUOOENBOTOUOEROO
OuOTT00TTux U0 OUT s YOOIEIT Ul T Tu(OUTUOTUuiUTTuUxBRWECEIOE A TOETUPOOT 01
UTEETUUiVOOEOO OUGKEEIRO TupdITul EETWOUTTUh20ub TuE TEDE T EWONUETTEG LI 1O
OUEOEUGETOIUREEURIUETUBOUITEEEEUTEOOWTTOUDUBRO TUS2u— TYTUITTOT U000 UOUT Ey
POOT0iIOOWTRIIEYEEOUTTEGOTERY Tl UIEEGRUT TEEE 0T IOEOEUEL REOVURY T02ui Ol
women. Regardless of content, editors deleted from this board any articles that they
thought showed “male-dominant” tendencies or in which the writer manifested
OEITEDOIO TOEENDETOlRIALET010T ELEVRET Uub TUTUOOY 1 EWlOWEN 00T LEOEUEG?

, ITEOPTI00UTUOO LT OO 101000aE U0 TROECEUEIRL TUTWT@URUT ENOETWTUxTED-
ful and civil. Again, the aim was to preserve a comfortable and safe space for women.
200 TWIEETUUEURREUTENTTUTO TEUOUTUEM REOUUDY 15 *a0REU@UTUROOT ETTEVITOWRIA
and competence of the collective in presuming an ability to recognise which articles
PIUTBYTOEOT0M . OTWTWUIECIITEETUETEWT EiDalara as “a swamp.” But, most
women apparently welcomed these measures and saw the women-only bulletin
board as an emancipating space enacting a kind of feminist ethics. As the editors
acknowledged, some visitors were unwilling to express their opinions on bulletin
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boards. Still, one delighted reader said, “I visit this place now and then, like rest-
DO TBOECIOEURU2up OO T 010002auE V00T (DOUEOEUE LS KUK OOUTTUUTEE TUEOOIUEUIT EWTB0
space to the oppression of the open space: “I felt heavy in my chest at the hostile
EIOOUxTTUTDOEUT ROEOCEUEMOUT Y TUAEOE a2up ! U00TIDOEOEUELOU Y TUAEOE AusiKvy Kiu

UW3EENTUTOPUMITTuROO101000auE V0T BOUEOEUELEX x TEUT EWlOuE TuEU<EETuP TTUT
women could openly (but responsibly) chat with friends about agony, grief and
0P TOULE 1RO TWTUTEITOTEE AT TUOEETOYEWEOOIEAE TUUXEE T

ST FOUOTOEUTTuROO 10T U0RIOUAT RITOE TEWGUO FIO 1ul TODOBUIEENYRDT U

and community support. The collective of members provided technological assis-
IEQETuIOUxTOx0TuOUOUTEORUEROOUBEORO TuIOUTR>UTUUITTOYORETUuOOW T Tu(OUTUOT oy
in solidarity with other women’s organisations, Dalara members produced banners
and homepages for feminist events and organisations. Women’s organisations fre-
@U1000aid YU EuDalara members to teach them how to design homepages.

The Experiments End
(OWEITulYYYOUTTuxTBROEWETIPTT QWU EEROTUTUT PuOOT 10000 TUTTLO T PBIIUT Uy
P10TxOUITEDOUYYhiRIUE PE TV EU0REYREVITELTTUREIIEAUOOOTOETWI OTETT-
ment in other activities. Even some of the stalwarts of the collective were busy with
OUTTUUTUxOOUPENRIRTUMEOITRUUEPETUVAESE S " TEETEUP 1UTROMUEEUEITWET0006200 1y
O1OET0UNOOUE TUOWID EauEEUOEEIOUIIEULOT PUIOEUARIUE P ET W&l BXIEOEROOL
echoes other constraints feminist media have historically faced:
[Since] the number of people who manage to write for the zine decreased, it was
TEUETULOUEQY TULOOTu0x 1EDY Ew0OXDENOUERUIDOE DY Tub EAUEOEDOUEWIIA0TUEDFTUTO
IUI0OWITTUPOO 100 TEURUTUTELTEEM OTUTTEWROETul Y YYou— 00000l 1 Oa0BULL
websites such as Unninet but also commercial women’s sites contributed to
TOCEUTDO MU T TWIXEETuiOUPOOTOul0ul BXUTOUUTTEULY OBET UBOUEAE TUUXEE 186 TWEDE
not have to treat popular issues, we thought, because other sites did the job.
(CulTTuxUOETU0LOTur OEBOTLOUUOP OUEGIOULEOELIOOTOU T TUEURREOT IETEEOTUO0UI
serious. We no longer found the pleasure, now that we were no longer the
UOGUEUAuPENUROUOOW T Tu(OUTUOT U
STTUTYEISEUIRT UuO6UO00a THOETUTEWEOOURUIT Ol x UEREEIROOEUEIIOIEEUUT EuEy
U020e00RE UTBSH 3TTUUUEIEN OEYT U EBEL OO I TORrEECINAUETEOT T8 810 OOU Olu I Ty
newly-posted articles were highly (some readers said “overly”) self-confessional
and based on personal experiences. A certain kind of didactic tone evoked particular
EBUUERUTEEIROOWUOTEUROTUULEOEUTEETIEURIDEUO U - OTuUOTExxauR0Eax 1U0002uUENE
UTTUTOXTEUTTWITuPOUIELIOOUETEOO TWREIT TTY O /EUBO TIE 200ty kb OO 101
OO0UEOEUEW=OUUT ExNviutur YYhisd - OOUTTUWEREL T TuP URIDO TuPEUREUUUETENOT ERTINE 2w
student movements association with too-long sentences and unfamiliar words” (“It
E1EOOTUEISEUNIOWTEEIu00hN 1 KHuP OO T101000auEOEUEWx OUIT Eulliviukr 1YYl
Delays and decreases in postings of new articles resulted in a gradual decrease
in the number of people visiting and posting on Dalarai  U3EEOTHUTOPUMOWT Ty
TE00aw>10OEWIEIOUEEOUTY TUAEEauteY TUWEOOROENT EnlTTudOUTUEEIROOUNOUENEUEOE(REY
transformation, the bulletin board became more of a notice board, merely a publicity
ETYRETUOUUOEEROOYTOTOUOUTEDNUEROOUGY U001 IDOEOEUEUNOUIITTULRTODr EEOETEL
mechanisms for sharing experiences and strengthening connections among readers.
To cope with these challenges, some members suggested linking the personal or
individual homepages of anyone who wanted to contribute to the zine. This at-



tempt tentatively showed up in the last issue, “Diary,” which was entirely devoted
to personal accounts. But, members’ energies were aIready sapped In September

1YYHOTOETINEOOOUOET EuELIT OxOUEIa TENIOu<OUBOTUR O TuiTo0PURIRO TO0N TEVy
not resumed, although old issues are archived.

Table 3: Subjects in the Women-only Bulletin Board in Dalara

02/2000 to 02/2001 02/2001 to 02/2005 Total
Notices* 115 201 316
Consultation 61 54 115
Advice for consultation 116 52 168
Opinion 241 102 343
Talk about every life 867 270 1137
Comments on the webzine 25 16 41
Others 85 35 120
Total 1510 730 2240

* Information about upcoming feminist events, meetings, employment in womens organizations.

Unninet (Sisters’ Village and Network)

(Ou xUp0ulYYYOEOOUTTUOOTUO WU T TuUOIEEWT ErRad U0 Tul 1O TUOUXU2u0EUOETTEl
Unninet (Sisters’ Village and Network). Unninet shares many characteristics with
Dalara, including the self-conscious intention to create a comfortable platform for

POOTOWOWEIONTUTT0aOuEAE TUUXEE LIEQEWOuT Rx TURO 1Ol TUENTUOERY TUET OO0
OluPOOEGTOOENSTETOOOTOEEWE 10T rIUOTIT Ty TEWOP TWEOUIUT EOEOBY 1 BBOOEG
media as well as other advantages (especially interactivity) encouraged these
feminists to launch a webzine, although like Dalara, UnninetlllEFiOTOETUTEEWOu
POU0WLOUTOUDY 102ul0u0TEUOWGUO0Y TWTETOREENOEYT U

Although it had a nominal functional hierarchy and division of labour, Unninet
began with a commitment to egalitarian and collective decision- making All the
UWEROTOETUET rOTELTTOUTOYTUENTOI0NINBOEIUEIO TIOOTIOE P TONEEIPOUOT Eu
OOUWUTYTUEQOUT TUTTOMOMUNuxUOIT EDUEOELPENOO TuOIIT Tur VUOIOWUTTTUGTUIEERUTIOTY
Unnineti . OTuOEIOUUIVUEIVUEWEDFTUTOE TiUTOEGRY Tul0wituiouTUUO0 T WbEWITEWUNNI-
netyEULTUIEERUTTEubpl TOOWEOEUT T UEOUx OUEROOW “TOUEA(UIOUOET Uil Rx0EDO T EWITENL
the group adopted this corporate structure because members, having all recently
graduated from college, hoped to combine making a living with feminist activ-
D020u (OuuNNNUE DO Tul T Tub TEASO T 0ux0EQORO TUUIET 100ui T Bui 1 G000 TEURIT Ui ROUDT E
commercial sites for women began to emerge only as UnninetuPEWT TUNOTUOFlT Ty
TUOUOEMOTRIU"*$ - WUEDEwW? (I TWIOELEDFTUTOWITOO TUWEEOU OO T QUEOEWT TupU-
sues which commercial sites dealt with, in a feminist, vigorous and friendly way,
we thought, we could be successful.”

From the start, UnninetdO0TOETEWOEOOBUTUEIOEIOTINEIE TOUEDRET TWOEIOT 1600
(To0u0TOUT0R0UTTOTEWOMTEUEOUIOENOUIUTEOEOENROOULI TTWIEFUIOTOET Ulix UER-
cised the inauguration of Unninet by releasing news to mainstream newspapers
as well as to feminist media. It abided by copyright laws. It used a login-system

(OUEGUAURIUIUUEUEURE TUUR— 00U UpURO TORUUETuT OUTUxURUTWUT@URUT Eux ERELTU0IIRO Ty
employees who worked together in a physical place. In order to generate revenue
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10O T10RIUUIEFiand management expenses, UnninetlIEFIOTOETINIUT@UTONAET-
signed homepages for other women’s organisations. Very minor sources of funding
DOEIUETEuEOOEIOOUL VOO EE@UENOIEOET UEOEUUTEETUNEOE xEAO 100U TUOOUOT Pl
media for articles. Most of the advertising they ran was free, functioning primarily
to cement alliances with other women’s organisations, so advertising generated
BUOTLUTYTOUTH Q0T TTUIOUOTU*$ - uOlu**TOUE wUIEIT Eau?(lw PEGOTuUUO0ROTUES TUL
IPOUTEUTULG TWEOPEAUWEBUEUUUTEVEOUE X xUOXBEITuxUOr WO OE TMEUNDIPENUOUTERU-
tic.” Yet, UnninetuUTHTE(T ExOOU OEDOUIUTEOUIOUUOE®UIDEL YEOUTUEOELEOOYT OO0
The concept of deadline was diluted. Most writers used pseudonyms. In order to
UTxUTUTOlup OO T0UiY OpE TIEOEWOIEOO O UBREEITuPI Tul T TuEUED T OETUEUT @UENUNIT T &
adopted a friendly conversational style. As the name of the webzine demonstrates,
UEFIOTOETUMEIO T EWIOEUTEITUEIEOUAUIX EETuIOUiP OO 10U O TWIEDEN%UO Ol T TWIEUI0L
we had a concept of village for the structure of the webzine.” Indeed, all the sec-
tions of Unninet were named for ordinary places encountered in everyday life. For
instance, to signify the idea of cleansing misogynist thoughts, the section on men’s
issues (including for male feminists) was called the “laundry room for brothers.”
The “video rental shop” carried movie reviews. The forum for discussing sexual
TEVEWUOTOUPEWITTRUEOUETO TWEUOE0 T TUOEO TWUTTTU00ux Ox U0Eix UEREIUEUOE
in Korea that are notorious sites of sexual violence. Each space had a bulletin board
for readers.

To a far greater degree than Dalara, Unninet experimented with structures and
UTOYRET U ITEW POUOE TOTEOET EUEDT OETudOYOIYTOT 00 (Ou 1YYYuEOEL IYYhi Unninet
introduced reforms to enlarge and diversify the space for readers to post their
U0OURT U3 TTuUTEOOEWOUOELOILOOEDIrEEIROOIEUTENT Eulx 1 EDEWDOUTUTUIEOO OUOHRT U
of subscribers, one of the most popular Internet services in Korea.!* The favourite
service was and is “Room of my own,” a structure that enabled personal columns
PIOETIOUTEIOTUP TUTuxOx U0EUSOr* OUTEML TTTUIRO TWOWSHUTIONES OO0 JiuNINIEOOON
with its well-known assertion that ““a woman must have money and a room of her
U00UR T UuO Tux OBREEWEOELUOEDEWERT OEROOuPEITuOTIOIOETEWOEDYIEUENA/TOXITUIR-
press opinions on controversial issues — ranging from men’s unpleasant habits to
abortion —that they cannot easily discuss in the “real” world. Women say they feel
free to express their opinions in this space because they can safely assume that their
“half sisters™ and other sympathisers will listen and consider in earnest. In this
semi-private, semi-public environment, “Room of my own” writers apparently feel
a sense of mutual support and connection with other women, as well as respect
10UBOEDYPEUENMEDFTUTOETUN , OUTOYTUWUnNnNinet tried to encourage readers to come
IOTTUTTUEOEWEOTuxEUlBOEOOUIVUEROTUIT TuYDWET TuUxEET82UE Tul FOUIUOuI OEOUUET Ty
networking extended to the real world: UnninettOEETB0UOSETEYEREEO O T OO
groups needing a convenient place to work.™

WITTTOEWOYYhuUnninet confronted several crises. Although Unninet was
O TUUOrIrEUDY TOOOUROETENBIEOUIEOOUTTOTUEI T OOUT TWTYTOUTWOEAUPET Uy
UT@UUTELTT OWOWEOTIOOEEENROOEN=EUITIO TIOEUW , TEOP TINUNNINet’s corporate
structure ultimately limited its ability to realise its feminist intent. Ironically, self-
TYEOUEROOuEUIEFUIOTOETUUix UERITTEMOWTTUINITuT EBOOWOEDEEITE Unninet had
drawn criticism for being similar to commercial women’s sites. Whether or not this



criticism was fair, Unninet had felt some pressure to satisfy audience tastes and
TR<TEIEROOUE  Uu3EENT HupOEDBEE(TUndOUEOOIUEUNIOLDalara, Unninet had essentially
ignored issues of feminist theory, cyberfeminism and feminist identity during its
early period. UnninetupEUWOOUTHOITUTUITEDORUOSTU2WTTOTUMOTUTOEEDTUMOTU0UT 0L
friendship, and health. Moreover, Unninet adopted a lighter and more popularised
ExxUOEETWOWUEEILEOEEOOUTOROENTuPUBRO TWa01 53 TBUEX x EUTOUUDORE IR0y
commercial women’s magazines may indicate an ambiguous identity. So, Unninet
embarked on a campaign to incorporate feminist perspectives more consistently into

the analysis of women’s lives, including the impact of hidden power relations.

Overcoming the Crisis through Reinforcing Community

(Ou#1ETOETU 1YY Unninet members decided to shut down the company,
" TOUEWEOEWIVEOUIOUOL UnninetudOI0u EsOO01xU0 1 YOOUOUT TUZEEUT Ey OUTEORUEROON
STUIUTTEOTOETUUIIOOurOEOEEN=UTIOUTEOEETEOTTEWT TO0TOIET rOblpO0H E-
EOUEROTWIOLQOTUESTUITTIEOOXECaUIOIETENOTOETUATT00UT TWIOWEOTuOOuT T Op0RUL
issues more directly, because now we didn’t need to consider audience taste to for
ITTWEOCTWOTuxUOr li2u2 TWEEETEN?6 TTOub ETTEOEWEIEOUxOUEROOS WTTUOTOETUL
PIUTWIOUEIEOWIOET rOTulTTOUTOYTUWEWEERYSUIUL  STUI0UGRO TOUOWT TuOOOI>UOK
OUTEGRUEROOBOulYY 1P TUET rOTEWOUUUTOY TUEWEERYBUILECEIP TIET rOTEWUnninet as
feminist organisation.”

STOUEDELOONIONY TLEN<UOETOUNTOP TY 11200 TWIEFIO TOETUU@Unli TEEUUTIEL
OTOETUUOOBuldI T T EE U00x0pO THOEMOUP TUTTUEEUEITWIVETOIM TR TUO TTROT UL
were held. Members tried to “outsource” the writing assignments to non-mem-
bers to reduce the burdens and to recruit new members, including subscribers, to
1080up0uxUOEUENO TuUnnineti 3TTUTLTFOUIU TEEWUOO TuUUEETUUNE U0 < UTEPEIEEO0UT Ty
ExxTEUEOETIOIITTUOTP®UUUTlPEWOSTOET0EAT ENOOIaur YT0UUTUp TUTUUXI0EET Ey
DOulYY 1au/TUTExUOEE0uUnninetilEUUIEDOT EuEERYDIauEEL P TEADO TUEDELOOIUBTORY -
cantly weaken Unninet as a website, which remains dynamic. With the summer
OlulyYhuOOEDrEEROOULRITEUE TTOOEUT 1020 TUEIT EvE Al T TWUEUEDDE TUUREEDRYDUDT UibOu
ExxUORIOE(T0auyYIEOOOUBGRIDT UhE aul EUGawl Y YHuhyYYWUEUERETUUTEEIER 100Ou0Iu
OaldPOiau . UTEGNUEROOENIUEOUIOUOEROOWTIT0ITENOEOUOIOEUAE TESTTUBOW T TWO0T Uy
pECEWTIEROOUTIXUAOTWUEVERETVNECEWIE FIO TOETIROO TETUEETERITTuxOP U0
community” as what primarily sustained Unninet.

(OWEITulYY 1000OUE TUIOWIEERRU T T Tub TEAOT i< UOE UEROOEOEWTTIOEOETTIO 10
O TP TERITAWIEFROTOETUWUOE TUI600uOOUTWEENEEWEOEWUOEEO TOUEMETEOTT Ui
Zoe said, “We could not cope with ordinary tasks using volunteer labour. With
the delay of the zine’s production and other work, we felt stagnant and talked
EEOUIT TuOTTEuiOUi U00r0dO TWIEFo2u3 T Tau0UEETUUTU00AUE > x0T Eui OUESTUEOITUOOul T Ty
Korean Women’s Foundation, a private foundation established in 1999 that works
100OxUOY TuPOO TOMIIEIVUNEOE®O , EVETulYYHuUTTOUITUT EsEUE UNTUEEO TP OO 10U
OOYIO100i—& - i WUUETWUNNinetl0EUOETTEWIELOUOETUOIYITOUOUO SO TUEERYS-
ties. Unninet has organised several feminist events, with an emphasis on exposing
women’s alienation in everyday lives. Notably, to assert women’s right to walk at
night without threat of violence Unninet and eight other women’s organisations
UxOOUOUTELZU00TU0ON , OOOMT 1 lupUOREULIONPECTY YEEOWITTu—T TU2u00uTTu4 24000
Seoul. The women not only protested directives from Korean police bureaus,
but also the sexism embodied in restraints on women’s daily activities. They also
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challenged news coverage minimising the impact and extent of sexual violence.

3100 1YYKuTYTOWETEEO TuEL OEIOUTTURYEWEOEWITTOuPEUTRXEQETEsdOIOuEOUEOOUEN
OEROOBDE TuxUOT EW T Tu 1YYku TYTOUPEWOUTEORUTEuEauhNu OO TOUOUTEORUEROOUN
including Unninetls OOUTTUixUOTTENRUR 20000 UU2ub TOETul OEOUUET 10 OO TOUUEY 100
10X TEDEN2wDOu*OUTEN PTTUTUEUTUEEI POOTOUEGNO0U 10i02uEOO x0T ITu IUTTEOOUOI
Unninet subscribers, subscribers accepted a two-tier system. Those in the Didim

(the word refers to the basement) category pay nothing to use Unninet services but

they cannot create their own “Room of my own’ or communities nor can they can

upload their personal stories. The DotumiEEIT TOUauxEaui3+yiEwal EUOE TITUEVEQUTTES
1000sxUpYBOT TTUJOUEQUTTUTWITUYBET U - U ToUuxEVREQxEAO TOWUAUIT OUOOTWTEEN U (Uu
was very huge risk. But subscribers know Unninetip0i000ixU0yrizOUT 00T EiEOEWTTau
PEOUICWUTEUTWT Tur OEOEREWEUUETOM , OUTOY TUNITTawbEQUUOUE TuxUOUTEITEwOulT o0
personal places.”

3100001 P1iOUOEN rOEOEDEN UIEEDRIaWEWNO B Uu T0UL IR 0L T000zIBO Tu x EDEY x UOEUEROOU
coordinators. Unninet continues to experiment, especially with new menus that
promote subscribers’ political participation. For example, it posts petitions on
POOTOURIIUTUMIUETEU< UORUTO 1O OUITRUEMEUVE UG UDOEUTUUENT ELTTR/EUOW Ol
Knowledge Exchange” to stimulate exchange of practical information and advice.
STTIwWEIOUMRITUOENEUETRITEIUUTOOO0UIRONEUIOLTEUOROUTT U OUTEQOUIENNE But its
approach is distinctive: it enables women to consult with one another about critical
UOUTUTTAEOOTUOOUROWT TOEEN Y TURSTTUaUTUROOUXOUITEWTTUTWESTIUOOWT T
private sphere (from sexual relationships to recipes) to academic and political ones
ol TG T FTERDY TWOOUEDTTOT el OUUTUBUIRO TUEOEUOE T100UONWUGRY TUURIT LG F 1O Tui 1 O0RUL
study). Many women respond with answers explicitly based on their experiences
EOEUOOOPOTET T - (TTUULUOEETWIOWUTTTULEOOEUTITuUG0UIROOUI TR UTUUAOXETa
or recount similar experiences.

These structural changes enabled Unninet to return to publishing a new cover
story each month. Moreover, other sections, such as feminist (and anti-feminist)
OTPUEITIUTEUTONUXEEITEN 10TPBITOR EROOI—O0P211E YOI EWOEOOEUTUTEOE
useful suggestions for enacting feminist practices in everyday lives--encourages
readers to engage in feminist activity. Thus, without losing its intimate writing style
EOEUTEONREUEX xUOEETulOUUUEITEIVMUT Tu&sOT Jux O0RIPEEWUTOUDERRIuDULOOUTYT R (DERH

UW3EEOTuUTOPUWROETulYY 10T Tux TUETOUETTuOEOY TUL0IOUR T UWET YOUTEulOuiT Op0pU
theory has increased slightly. Although the webzine is now a relatively minor part
OlulTTy—& - PuOEUTTU TOITUxUBUT0EU 90T UEAU T TwIUEOUIOUO T EuadOTublkdO x QUIEO
10000 OEXxDOT2UEDY TUUTuxOUBBOOUEOEIx TUUX TERY TUOOIEOOIUOY TUUREGUUENTENUG(lu
UT0UOUMEOETTOEENTENUOYOOTUUUEUERE TUUYUIEFUE TEEITUSOW T TOOUTUEERDY TWXEET Uy
such as bulletin boards and “communities.” In short, given subscribers’ vigorous
participation in its reconstruction, Unninet not only survived but also embarked

on new challenges.

Discussion

These feminist webzines turn out to be remarkably similar to other feminist
media. They articulate and experiment with alternative versions of womanhood

EOEUOOOIIRTUEOOOTIPOO 100U TWOTTUTTUITTOITTUPATWUOETULUT<UTUTOUT Ey
voices of ordinary women and enhancing a sense of connectivity and interaction.

&YTOuITTBUEOO OO 10010 TOUAOBUIENEOELEONT EIRY TuxUOEUEROOWITT auxUOOO!TL



EUEDT OE Tux EUBED> EIOOUEOELTEUODO TOROEOUEDO TuOTLO TEDEWIONUAS T TUTUl FOUILP T UTy
10> 1EpE2uBTODr EECUROWT TuT EV0OUTOENDY T0aEOEUOET OUUDEIR LOOIOUO TA0RUlKx TUROEL
of the Internet, which ignored women’s ordinary lives and silenced feminist cri-
Up@UT w1 Op0R0IuP TEADOTUNT T0xuI0uE UBOELELYBUIUEWUX EETWITEMRIEOITUITETOOIO THEE AL
sophisticated and politicised but also comfortable and familiar. This suggests the
xOUT1OEWOTEAE TUUXEETiOU OUTUUEUREUILOO10up TOEEOOOUE FOUEWOXUOEUETIEOD-
Y10ROOEQO 1EDEWUUETUEU< DOUAXT Y TOWOOEIOO01> U0 r WEEURURS T Ty OUTUOT I TTUTIOUT N
apparently sustain feminist activities, regardless of individuals’ social/physical
(0EEIOOUS TTaUTOX 1R TY TUAEOEAEECHION0OIP OO TOLOOYTOT1000luEN90aT U0 Ty
her penname) put it in Unninet’s , EVET0IYYkiBOOUT8u(OuxEVREUOEINUNNINet’s struc-
tural reorganisation stabilised its activities, and enabled greater involvement in
the women’s movement. By providing an enlarged sphere — a public sphere — for
sharing experiences and connecting, Unninet became a feminist village simultane-
ously expansive and intimate.

STV REO X6 U OB UALOOIUEEEI 00T EOUBNNLOKHIT TENOREVG TEORNNIA
EOEDOWTENRITTEVUENEQRE PIOTEAE TUUXEETOULTENMIOTYEITUT TR TT00OWX TEQEEOY Tu
all others, and all but eliminates the responsibility to listen.” These zines power-
fully promote a sense of community, such that members feel part of a collective
that listens and learns from the whole, feel bound to one another, with mutual re-
sponsibilities and reciprocal duties. The zines give participants the chance to share
their experiences with empathetic others, to master and apply technical skills, and
promote feminist knowledge. These interactions are potentially all deeply satisfying
EQEOITWUT TuxTUOOOEMEOETUOU0TY TOWETOUT Tl TauEU TWOOUEN T @UEM2ux O0RIDEENHOL
some lasting way. Moreover, the zines show that feminist Internet sites can avoid
EOOOOErEEROOH2 TEE Tupl YYKAUTORPTETOPIEUYROTITET1uiT1Op00UI(OUTUOTIEOO-
OUOHRTUEEOETEOO IENUITENXEEOETTEECERIVEOUOOTY TEROIOUTOEITIOURTOUTEY
UxEETUPTTUTul Ox0P1UO100000S 10l GUEIT EupiTIEOOUUO TUUOY TUTSTOab2u UUNEL
Dalara and Unninet UTOB0ITOONUEROOUEEOUE TuUTURUITES . OO TuiTOdORUNURITIWEEDL
U00YBY TushEUIOOUIOUTTOTUEITux U0 r 0o (I uOOUITENTTOBORUINEUTUETUEDELO Tux U0 r l0uEUL
UOO TUERIEGTEY TiUUTTTUOT ERr L EUTTU0UTTOULUTIRURO TUEOO O OEDrEEROOLOUEOO-
OO0ED a0 TuxUEERETULUBOTTUTOW0AUEWOEE NP Tux U0 r it

- OUTTOITTUNEOENDalara and Unninet did not escape completely the longstand-
O TIRONEROOUBOXOUTEOOUPOOTOUENTUOERY WO TEREISTTOUENSEUIRT U TOPWTEN
new technology does not solve the problems inherent in volunteer-run activist
organisations — and face some new problems, including dealing with the technol-
ogy itself. As the cessation of Dalara demonstrates, the advantage of the Internet in
bringing together people who share neither temporal nor spatial co-presence also
OITEOULTEWTTRUEOOEMOEAE TIEYTOUE!T ELOLT T OpOUOTMUEEIOUTA3IO TEOEMOTUT
remain crucially limited resources, even for online feminists. Unninet’UuiUT@UT00
UTEOOUIUUENROOLUT@URUT Eul T T ETEDEEROOUONENTUMRO TWUIEFH , OOT2uUTOEOUITYTOL
more intractable. Despite the Internet’s relatively low production costs, even simple
P1E0RIT 0 EOUL OO0 awpO00YEROOULDOL UIUUEIOUTYEOE ETUTOuEUTL 10X TEDEMIAW EOUI0AL
$SYT1000UTixUOENT OEREEWN0MOUTEDUTur OEOEPEAUTUOUUET Ui OUOBOROEWOECETTO 100N
Unninet’s pricing structures now further divides haves and have-nots.'

Unninet’s solutions to its various crises suggest one crucial condition for survival
of feminist online media: integrating feminist community empowerment into the
websites’ architecture. Dalara’s content was generated mainly by the collective,
and its readers could only publicly express their voices in bulletin boards, which
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perhaps made them reluctant to tell their stories. In contrast, Unninet has provided
its subscribers with near-private spaces, an important asset for women’s achieve-
ment, as Woolf famously argued. These personal as well as public spaces mean
that users feel freer to build spaces of caring and connection. In turn, Unninet’s
subscribers provided the technical competence and resources crucial to sustaining
(TTup T1E&O 10 YTOE UG T 00U TUBOEOTEURURUR - O T TLOUTTUTEOEMEM TEOTAWTOUTY
OIEOOOUGNAEOENTTIEOO OUOHIEREOO xUiUTNu Th0T1uOTETUUEVALEUTIOOUUU SEDT Ol
to maintain feminist webzines. To expand and to continue experimenting, feminist
UTUOUUETURSTEGRU0 FTERY 114001 U T@URU WU SE0T Olur OEOEREUTUOUUET UOWU x x OUIEL
TETOREEN2WUOX TRUIREENT EWIE FUEEITWIOuDOUOUBBI TUEE TEO THO TWOUITUOTIYOOUOUT 100

,» OUTWUOUUT TuxOpOU0T Tu(OUTUOT IR TROERDIAWEOETEVALEEE TUu<UTEREMITEWOEOA
sites will inevitably come and go. Feminist zines are here to stay, but no particu-
OEULUB0TubU0pO 1 02wl TOIOAW000 T T YDUaE 3 T TuOETEDLONT Y TUrxUOMI TUERO TuYORETUuOOWIT Tu
Internet, many of which co-opt feminist voices, suggests that if feminists are to
POUOWOTTITTUIOLTOUOUEIOUIUENaWUUx x QUIBY TUEERYIUWLEOO O UGN IAIOOUEOELO SO TN
this short-lived nature of webzines will be problematic. That is, sustaining and
expanding online feminist media and bringing activists “into communication” are
YOUEQIOWTTUOOYTOTOIUOEDEWEOEuxORIBEEWO xEE* *OrxUTUTOE TUEOOBOUTUNIOUETY
important for strengthening community bonds among feminists, especially (but
000UOUT 02O OUTEMPAITRIUUTOUITUMBUIOUAO TEOUTEGRUT El TO0ULOOYTOT00
and a long history of subordinating women'’s interests to other political agendas.
UnninetduUTETOlOS0TuEERYRRT Ui UUTTTUL T TUEEYEOIET TuOluEw01 EVl OFEEUROOEN AU
bringing together activists in the real world.
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Notes:

1. These are translations and transliterations from Korean; various alternative spellings are arguably
possible. Unninet may also be translated as Unnine, (literally means older sisters home ) so the
zines name is essentially Sisters Village. Dalara Talsepo refers to itself, for short, as Daltal, meaning
Daughters of the Moon.

2. Interviews were conducted in Korean; quotations from interviews and webzine articles represent
the authors translations, as do citations to scholarship published in Korea.

3. One exception is Yoos (2002) comparison of mainstream coverage of a campaign for tax-
exemption of sanitary napkins to that in Womens News. The paucity of academic work on Korean
feminist or alternative media compels reliance on US and European research; but we argue that this
body of scholarship is highly relevant in explaining the role of feminist media.

4. As Shade (2002) notes, strategies for this commodi cation include playing on, and evacuating,
the notion that women deserve their own space. For example, Microsoft promoted its chatroom for
women in a Vanity Fair ad (April 1997) asserting, The Microsoft Network thinks Virginia Woolf was
right: WOMEN need a room of their own.

5. Chamsesang Plaza, which now operates on Jinbonet, is a board for discussing a range of issues.
Jinbonet, which hosted Dalara, began in late 1998 as an activist independent organization as well
as a center providing computer communication services for Korean activist and non-governmental
organizations. In 1997 several labour and trade union activists held the rst international
labor-media conference in Seoul (Korean Progressive Network Jinbonet). After meetings with






