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Abstract

Along the lines of the alter-globalisation hope that

has sprung forth in the social forums of Porto Alegre and
Mumbai among others, the present article analyzes the
underlying communicative experiences in four phe-
nomena or speci ¢ situations: the Zapatista movement,
the social reaction after the March 11 terrorist attacks in
Madrid (2004), the incidents in Venezuela in 2002, and the
proliferation of alternative sites on the Internet. The author
tries to demonstrate that in today’s society Another Model
of Communication (AMC) is possible and that it may also
be e ective in its objectives. It is a model that radically
questions the functions of each and every one of the
elements that are part of the communication process as
we know it today. The article maintains that taking control
of the media is not necessary in order to implement this
model. It even states that it would not be desirable for this
to happen.
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Introduction

The social forums of Porto Alegre (2001, 2002, and 2003) and Mumbai (2004)
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The Zapatista Experience

The communicative Zapatista experience gave rise to numerous theoretical
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11-M and the Spanish Elections
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Dissenting Communication on the Internet
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There are a multitude of messages that are formally revolutionary in their content
but absolutely reactionary in their structure, code, and narrative models used
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The proposed AMC outlined here should be a part of the process that is also
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the servitudes imposed by the main streams of opinion that dominate the mass
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Notes:

1. There are recent, extensive bibliographies on the alter-globalisation movement, e.g. O'Brien et al
2000, Calderén 2003, Danaher and Burbach 2001, Cockburn 2000, and Starhawk 2002.

2. The theorisation and research regarding alternative communication is one of the pending tasks
of communication research (Downey and Fenton 2003).

3. Aright-wing pressure group formed in 1973 by Rockefeller and comprising of business people
and former politicians whose main aim is the defense of multinational corporate interests.

4. For details see EZLN 1994, Bellinghausen 1994, Moreno Toscano 1996, Sierra 1997,
Subcomandante Marcos 2001, Vazquez Montalban 2001, Tétoro 2001, Castells 2003.

5. The Catalonian communication magazine Tripodos published in April 2004 a special issue
dedicated to these events.

6. Other experiences that illustrate the links between social movements and alternative media can
be seen in recent contributions by Downing (2003), Gillet (2003), and Spitulnik (2003).

7. More information on this television channel can be found in Al Nawawy (2002).

8. The most used sites for making these kinds of pages are as follows: www.blogger.com and www.
movabletype.com. No special software is needed to make them nor any payment requested.

9. There are numerous examples of alternative experiences that have failed to mimic the use of
market techniques belonging to the neoliberal model (Atton 1999; Khiabany 2000).
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